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{A Sermon preached at Paules 


Croſlethe 24.0f December 1 5 9 7.by John 
Howſon , Student of Chriſts-Church 


in Oxford. 


The text. 


e Ard Ieſus went into the Temple of God , and caſt out all 
them that ſold and boucht in the Temple. onerthrew 
the Tables of the money-chargers , and the ſeates of 
them that ſold doues: 

And ſaid to them; i: is written , mine houſe ſhall be called 

the houſe of prayer : but yea hane made it a denne of 


21.12.07 13. 


T is affirmed by them that haue beft 
laboured , and euen ſpent their ſpirites 
to diſcouer the profound myfteries of 
tne holy ſcriptures , that the text con- 
textus , the webbe of it, is ſocunningly 
and fo skilfully wouen by the holy ſpis 


rit of God , that it is , omnibus acceſſibi- 


lis,but pauciſſimis penetrabilis ; thavis to be handled & felt A*g-Epift.5, 


of any maa, but few cies can pierce to the ground-worke 
of ir, Which truth wrought this confeſſion in Chryſologus 
an ancient learned and deuout Writer , ſo called for the 
golden ſentences which proceeded from him , that Sing#- 


{a ſcripture verba, ſi libris ſingulis mandarentur, ce. which Serm.64, 


is,If there were a booke written,a particular booke of cuery 
particular word almoſt,in the holy Scriptures;yet the miſfte- 
ris of them could not by that meancs bee ſufficiently diſco- 


A 3 Wher- 
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Wherefore (right Honourable,&c.) it is not tobee ex. 
peed at my handes , thatin this ſhort time, limited to the 
meaſure of my ſtrength and your patience, Iſhould deliver 
ynto you whatſocueris noteable or noted alreadie by fo ma- 
ny reuerend and learned Fathers ( old and new) of the lirte. 
rall, hiſtoricall, morall, or ws 9g ſenſe of this ſcripture 
nor to make application according to the variety and abun- 
dance of ſenſe, which the ſpirit of God hath imparted to you, 
moſt  reucrend Fathers and learned Diuines:for I doe not 
preſume to ſpeake that quod potiſſimum dicendum eſſet ; which 
is indeed moſt fitte to bee ſpoken ; ſeeing it is a great mat. 
ter,and aboue the common and ordinary reach , nihil dicere 

Hug m Eccles 149d dicendum non eft:to ſay nothing which were not better 

ſaſe.ow. 1, ynſaid,than ſpoken. 

Wherfore as Saint Ly«ke divided his firſt Sermon , wpdre 
xby0r eATt. 1, his Ghoſpell, which comprehended the whole 
life of our Sauiour Chriſt,into two partes,into thoſe things, 

AR, que cepit Teſus Facere, Decere;which hee did, arid which 
hee taught, into his Dooings, and into his Sayings:fo dool 
diuide this Text,in Fattum, Diftum ; into a Deed of his, 
and into a Speech of his;into an Action of his, and the Rea+ 
ſon of it, The Attion in theſe wordes , eAnd leſus went into 
the Temple of God , and cait out all them that ſold and bought 
in the Temple,c5c, The Reaſon ; And ſaid wnto themit « 
Written, 

The AQion. The Action was a reformation of- certaine abuſes or 
prophanations of the Temple of God : In which I obſerve 
thele circumſtances, Firlt the Author, »vho; ſecondly the 
Time , wwhen;chirdly the Place, wwhere; fourthly the Matter, 
vvhat;and fiftly the Manner , how this reformation was pet- 
formed, | 

For the firſt , the Author of this reformation is our Sa- 

STIR uiour Chriſt Ieſus , who performed it not asa man onely, 
or the true ſonne of the bleſſed Virgin Mary , orthe ſuppo- 
ſed ſonne of Ioſeph , not as hee was fattns ſub lege,Galgth. 4. 
made wnder the law;nor to ſufter in rhe fleſh; x. Per, 4.4nor to 
bee crucified concerning his infirmitie 2, Cor, 13. but asthe 

onely 


onely Sons of Cod , the chiefe Prieſt , and the King of 


= ” IT 
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- 


_——- 


Kinges,whoſe dominion is from ſea to ſea,and from the riner to 
the erides of the land. Pial, 72, whoſe office and authority, 
that is his Kingdome and Pricfthood was prefigured by the 
rwo crownes,the filuer and the golden crowne, which were 
hung vp inthe Temple. Zach.6. 

Now in this Author of this reformation,I obſerue for this Two thinges 
preſcnt,two things,which are required in al good reformers, ** ina 
Oneis his authority , that hee is a King and a Prieſt : the © 
other his conditions and qualities , that hee is without faule 
him-ſelfe that reformeth other, Withour the firſt, that is au- 
thority,there can bee no reformation ; without the ſecond, 
hardly any good reformation. 

That it was performed by our Sauiour who was King and ÞL 
Prieſt, it argueth how conuenient the counſell and know- 
ledge of the Prieſt is, for the ciuill magiſtrate in reforming 
the Temple:for as che Pricft may attempt nothing , no al- 
teration withour the prince(and therefore Saint Paul when 
hee came to Athens, though hee ſaw Idols and Altars, and AQe27- 
one zgnoto Deo , tothe vnukowne G OD yet hee offered no 
violence, but preached vnto them the GO D which they 
knew not; and though hee ſaw Idols and Idolatry in the 
Temple of Diara,yet hee offered no violence; but preach- Arg, 
ed only,they were not Gods that were made with bandes; 
and pulled not downe the figne of Caſtor and Polkex in the AR,28, 
ſhippe of Alexandria that carryed himto Rome :) ſoit is 
conuenient that the Princes and ciuill Magiſtrates in their 
reformations of the Church and Religion - rake counſaile 
and aduiſe of the Prieſtes and the Prophets : and therefore 

King Daxid when he would haue built the Temple,hee ſenc 
for the Prophet Nathan,and tooke counfaile of him: And 
Toas did nothing amiſle in the preſence of God , ſolong as 
he was informed by [ehoiada bo Prieſt, And Exzechias did 
the thing that pleaſed the Lord , and remained ſedfaſtly | If. 48 
in the waies of Daxid his father , while Efay the great Pro- I 
pher , and faithfull in his vifon, commanded him . And 

God flirred vp the fpirit of Zorobabel,the Prince of /ndah, Agg.2. 
A} and 


2.5am,7, 


4Reg, 13. 


2« 
Heby,7. 
x1 et, 2: 
2 Cor,s. 
1 lob, 3« 
$. Iohn, 


Devt, 2. 


Pell. Patcre, 


Pachimer, 


Ioh,1t, 


Saliin (at. 


Plix,l. 29,20) 


and the ſpirit of /ehoſua the high Prieſt,chat they 
gether might reftore the building of the Temple ; all which * 
argue,that the wiſdome and knowledge of the Prieſt is tobe 
ioyned with the authoritie of the Prince in eſtabliſhing gp 
reforming the Church of God. 

Secondly, that it was performed by our Sauiour Chriſt, 
who was holy harmeleſſe & wndefiled;who did noe ſin, as Saing 
Peter faith,who knew no ſinne,as Saint Par! faith z who hadde 
10 ſinne in him,as Saint John ſaith; and therefore might ſafely 
ſay which of you can rebuke me of ſinne? It arguerh that they 
which are reformers of Churches, yea = of Common- 
wealths,ſhould be holy harmel:ſſe,vndefiled , ard vncorrupt, 
as much as may bee , leaſt ynder the colour of reformation 
they bring in a deformation , and where they bee choſen to 
bee Rephaims , that is , Phiſitions or reformers of vices, th 
become Zanzwmms corrupters , wicked and abhominable, 
For although ex malis moritus bone leges canſaliter , Euill 
manners are the occaſion of making good lawes : Yer 
wicked men arc ſeldome the authors of good lawes : but 
Vatlerins Flaccus turpiſſmns author erit turpiſſime legis, Vas 
lerizes Flacens,a wicked and corrupt man, will bee the author 
(as farre forth as hee may ) of a wicked and corrupt law: or if 
not of a wicked law,yet of a cunning law, with a faire gloſſe 
and pretence of the common wealth , when hee is indeede 
intentus ſibi , axtentiue onely to his owne profite and priuate 
gaine ; with a faire gloſſe and prerence of the ſafety of the 
Nate , when hee {eeketh to farisfie his owne malice,or effe& # 
ſome reuenge ; as the Prieſtes and Pharifies made a law to 


pur our Sau;our Chriſt to death , leafte the Romains ſowlde 


come,and take away both their place and their nation ; witha ... 


faire gloſſe and pretence to maintaine the priuiledges of 
the people, or the authority of the Senate , as amongſt the 
Romaines , when pro ſua quiſque potentia certabat,cuery man 
endevoured to aduance and increaſe his owne honour 
with a faire gloſſe and pretence to relicue the poore , when; 
ex ipſo remedio morbi naſcuntur , pouerty is increaſed in 
ſome other eftate, Theſe and anumber the like , are Ye if 
ues 


ns | 


loynelyto.. 
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ch ſues and effe_&s , when wicked and corrupt men do aſpire to 
de the place and authority emendand; , id eft , diſperdendi, as 
or Pliny faith, of reforming that is deforming a ſtate : whereas 
if then, bee holy, and juſt, and incorrupt, as our Sauiout ©, ,.-, 
t, Chr\ſt was, Ifay not in eſſence, bur in imitation : nay but (4 ;uf;fimee 
Nc 
de 
y 
y 
bo 
f, 


4s iuſt as Lycurgws the heathen was, who was the maker of rum legum 
nioſt ſeuere, but moſt iuſt lawes, the reformation would bee author. 
uſt, though ſomewhat ſeuere, as was this reformation of our 
Sauiour Chriſt. 
For the Time if we conſider it, in 64 our Saviour __. 
: : oye” wp 2.C ircum- 
J Chriſt,as in whattime of his life it was done, as wee conſi- g,,.. 


n I derandobſerue in what yeare of a Princes reigne he begin« The Time, 
o \F nethhisreformarion; as it is ſaid, in the 23. yeare of Joas 4.Keg.13. 
y reigns hee repaired the Temple z and /offas in his 18. yeare 4-K<g-23» 
be reformed religion : may it pleaſe you to- vnderſtand chat it 
II was done towards the end of his life, when hee was cuen 
a now going to his-paſſhon , And leaft you ſhould gather 
n= FF hereby, that the reformation of religion, or of the Church, 


[= or abuſes thereof, ſhould bee the latt thing which a good 
Prince or Magiſtrate ſhould regarde, when eAritotlecould 
fay; that with cuerie good Magiſtrate, in cuery good Com- 
mon wealth,ayT70y 5 543 Jeiwy 4T1wiaue the firſt and the chiefeſt 
thing is, the regard of eſtabliſhing or reforming of religion, 
and the Charch of God: you ſhall vnderſtand, that with che 
like action he began his office, as it appeareth in Saint /ohns 
Gaſpell , where alſo with a-whip of little cordes , preſent 
after his firſt miracle , at his firſt comming to the Temple, foho, 2. 
hee caft out the ſheepe,and the oxen,and the ſellers of them: 
So that if Ommis ( hriſti attio be noftra inſtruftio, every a&i- 
on of our Sauiour Chriſt bee a leſſon for vs, wee may learne 
by this that it is not onely the laſt office, which a good 
Prince or Magiſtrate ſhould put in praQtiſe, to reforme the 
abuſes-in the Church of God , but the firſt alſo ; and not 
onely the firſt,bur alſo the laſt , the eAſpha and Omege, and 
not the firſt and the laſt, but his continuall endeuour. And 
therefore where all ancient Writers agree that this was 
put in praRtiſe twice by our Sauiour; ſome learned men of 

larer 


Polt.z cap. 


b 
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Avet,ſupcr.21 later time ſay, Ter hoc fecit Chriſtzs, Chriſt did it thrice, 


Mattb, 


Mark,13. 


1.Pet 2. 


Xenoph,in 
(,yropep. 8 s 


Ecclcl.z 3+ 


Deut,16. 


Lyra ſuper, % 
caplobn, 


Firſt inthe beginning of his preaching ; John 2, Secondly, 
in die palmarum , that is in this place ; and thirdly when hee 
returned out of Bethania , and curſed the Fig-tree, So that 
iſ it bee demanded what is the firſt dutie or vertue of a Ma 
oiſtrate 3 wee may anſwere out of this example ; to re. 
forme the abuſes and prophanations in the Church of 
God? And if weedemaund what the ſecond dutie or ver. 
tue of a Magiſtrate is? wee may anſwer out of this place; 
to reforme the abuſes and prophanation of the Church of 
God? and if we demaund what is the third dutie or vertue 
of a Magiſtrate; wee may anſwere; To reforme,8&c? Not 
that the Common-wealth or ciuill affaires ſhould be neg. 
lected but becauſe if the ſubie&s doe, Dewum timere , Feare 
God, that will follow naturally which lycth orderly in the 
text , they will Regems honorificare, Honour their King : if 
they feare God, they will honor their King : and as Cyrus 
could fay very well,if all the ſubie&ts were 8$4006%ei;ztrwe ſer- 
Hants of God,they would gine the King his honoy. 

If wee conſider the time in reſpect of the ſeaſon of the 
yeare,or according to the diuifion of dayes , which the wiſe 
man maketh, where ſome dayes are fayd to bee choſen and 
ſanttified, as the holy-dayes and ſolemnefeaſts; and ſome 
to be »«mbred onely, as the firſt or ſecond of ſuch a month: 
both this reformation and the former /ohn. 2. was, in fefto 
Paſchatis, when hee came to /ersſalem to celebrate the feaſt 
of the Pafſeouer, For at three feaſts in the yeare, all the 
males were bound by the lawe to appeare before God in 
Teruſalem, in the feaſts of EaSter,Pentecoit, and the Taber- 
nacles, Andalthough as Lyra noteth in two feaſts of Pex- 
tecoft and the Tabernacles, thoſe that dwelt farre off were 
ſometimes diſpenſed with ; yet there was no diſpenſation 
for the feaſt of Eafter. Now our Sauiour Chriſt vntill his 
Paſſion did obſerue the lawe duly,and conſequently attheſc 
feaſts did aſcend to Jernſalem. : 

Now it is probable that to the imitation of this, it was 
prouided in non and ancient times of Chriſtianitie , as 


appeareth 


» at Paules Evoſſe. 


7 
appeareth i» Concilio Agathenf (av. 18, That all Chri- £0rcilAgatte. 


ſtians of lawfull age ſhould ioyntly together at their pariſh /* 
Churches receiue the Sacrament of the Lords ſupper , at 
three ſpeciall feaſts in the yeare , at the feaſt of the Natini- 
tie,Eaſter,and Pentecoſt : and although a diſpenſation were 
admitted ſometimes at two of theſe feaſts, yer at Eafter 
(no remedie ) all ſhould receive, Which kinde of imitati- 
on of ſome ceremonies of the old law , obſerued by anti- 
quity, I cannot condemne:For although old thinges are paſ- 
ſed away , yet behold new thinges are come intheir place, 
And although all things are not to be made and ordered, as 


Moſes was commaunded to make the Tabernacle, xd7e'rir Heb 8, 


Tum , according to the example or patterne that was ſhew- 
ed hims in the mount ; that is according to the example of 
the old law : ( for we refuſe the pager Jr une of the 
law , and ſuch types and figures as repreſent our Sauiours 
comming in the fleſh, or thoſe benefits and bleſſings which 
were proper and peculiar ynto the lewes) yet asthe Tewes 
had a King , though their kingdome be now aboliſhed ; ſo 


we haue a new King , /Vbieſt qui natus eſt rex Indeorum? a Math,2, 


King which is borne both to Iewes and Gentiles, Andas 


they haue an old Teſtament ſo wee haue a new Teſtament: 2.Cor,z., 


and as they had the ſpirit , ſo we haue a new Spirit ; I will 


fine unto you a new heart and a new Spirit : and as they had Fzech. 36, 


Commaundements , ſo wee haue a new (ommanndement; 


A new ( ommanundement Gine I unto you - and as they had lohs,r 3. 


an inheritance promiſed them , the land of Canaan; fo wee 


haue a new inheritance promiſed vs ; / ſaw a new hea- Apvet. 


wen and a new earth : and as they had their Temple , ſo we 
haue our Churches : and as they had their Sacraments, ſo 
we haue our Sacraments : and as they had their Sabboth, 
ſo wee haue our Sunday 1 And as they had their Feaftes, 
ſo wee haue our Feaſtes and new Holydaies, to put vs in 
minde of thoſe bleſſings we haue receiued ofthe bounty of 
God:one feaft to remember his Natiuity , another to put 
ys in minde of his Pafſion,another of his ReſurreRior, an- 
other of his Aſcention , another of other ſpirituall ble{- 
B linges, 


D 


Baji,ep 70, 


Luke, 1. 
Lyr2. 


Super $04.2, 
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ſinges, either performed to vs by our Sauiour Chriſt or his 
bleſſed Apoſtles, 

And no deubt if ſome ceremonies were neceffary to bee 
obſcrued among Gods people to retaine the memory of 
bleſfinges receiucd , and maintaine the hope and expeRa. 
tion of the Mcfitas to come , feeing wee that are Chriſtians 
are as ynthankfull and forgerfull of the manifold bleflings 
of God as they were , &it is as hard a matrer & as miracu. 
Tous to vs,to beleeue that which is paſt r600.,yeres ſince, as 
for th& to beleeue that which was to come , ſecing neither 
they , nor wee , arc eye-wirneſſes of it, but giue creditta 


other;they ro their Prophers whom. in things to come they * 


firmely beleeued;we to our Euangeliſts & Apoſtles whome 
we cannot deny,or ſuſpect in things chat are paſt; wee haue 
as good vie of our rites and ceremonies as they had of 
theirs. T g'uc tnis breefe note the rather becauſe as S, Baſil 
complained of his time , it is reckoved a great fault and 
Euen ſuperſtition amongſt vs,S; quis paternas traditiones din 
ligenter obſernet,if a man oblerue dilligent!y the rites and 
ceremonies comminded by the Church and receiued from 
all antiquity, 
And yet heere wee finde that our Sauiour Chriſt 
according to the ancient cuſtome of the Iewes goeth yp 
yearely to Jeruſalem to celebrate the Paſſeouer , and 
fatisfie the lawe and the ceremonies of the lawe , that rea- 
ched not to him : and ſuffered him-ſelfe to bee circumci- 
ſed, which needed not euen by the reaſon of the lawe , be 
cauſe he was imtaita matre natas ; and his mother fulfilled 
the ceremony of purification, which was not neceſlary , be= 
cauſe ſhe was not comprehended vnder the lawe , for or 
ſruſcepto ſemine conceperat; ſhee conceiued not as other wo« 
men.did,but was ouecſhadowed by the holy Ghoſt:and he 
was ſubie to his parents , which was nor ſubiet;o neceſſi- 
eatis,but pietatis,not matter of neceſity, but rather exam- 
ple of picry and obedience:and here we find him not onely 
obſeraing the ſabboth,bur other ſollemne feaſts ,' to teach 
vs, faith 2farlorat,to come to Church on holidajes, as well 
as 


p 
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250n Sundaies, A great negligence or rather contempt 
by little and little crept in amongſt vs , I meanc not them 
that are irreligious, and little regard any ſeruice of GOD, 
but even of ſuch who haue cuen in their mouthes, though 
not templum Domini.the temple of the Lord ( for they re- 

ard not the place,)yet 4abbatwn Domini , the Lords Sab- 
r——_ thinke no day holy , orlawfull ro be deuoted to 
the ſeruice of God, but the ſeauenth day onely. 

Bur as the Iewes becing too much affeted to the letter 
of the law,or miſled by the Pharifies the interpreters of it, 
thought the fift Commaundement to be violated onely by 
murther and ſlaughter of a man, and the 6, c6maundement 
broken onely by auall adultery ; bur our Sauiour playing 
the interpreter , telleth chem, Yerely , verely I ſay wnto you, 
that hee that is unadniſ:aly angry doth murther, and hee that 
looketh afier a woman to luſt after her doth commit adultery, 
chough there be difference in the ſins : ſo we fay vnto you 
who thinke the violating of the ſeauenth day, to bee 6nely 
againſt the fourth commandemen;,we ſay . that the breach 
and prophanation not only of the greater ſollemnirics, viz. 
( hriftmas, Eaſter , Whitſomtide, &c, ar2the breach of the 
Sabboth , but alſo the prophanation of the ſmaller feaſtes, 
which are appointed for the ſeruice of God , and the me- 
mory of thoſe bleffings we haue receiued by the meanes of 
his 7 Ars , is the breach of the Sabboth, And therefore 
in the holy Scriptures wefinde , not only the ſeauenth day 

called the Sabboth, bur al other feaſts & holy daies , either 
appointed by God,or the lawful! Magiſtrate , asio the 23, 
of Lexit,vhere the fuſt day of the ſeucnth moneth, and ma- 
ny other feaſts are called the Sabboth : And leaft you 
ſhoulde thinke that theſe feaſtes had the name onely of a 
Sabboth,and not the ſollemnization ; you may reade that 
Heſter & Mardochens in remembrance of the deliverance 
of the Iewes , proclaimed feaſt or holydaie to be obſerued 
yearely,and added this law , Null liceat hos duas dies abſg, 
ſolemnitate tranſgere : that it ſhould be lawfull for noman 
to paſle oucr thoſe daies, but in great ſollemnity; and the 
B 3 new 
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new feaſt inſtituted by [udas Machabeas , our Sauiour ob. 
ſerued , as wee read in the Goſpellzand walked not in the 
ſtreetes,but came {» port1cum Solomonis , into the houſe of 
God,into that place where in all probability, hee did yſeto 
reach,when it is ſaid he came into the Templerand thus far 
by occaſion of the ſecond circumſtance, 

The third circumſtance is the place where he began this 
reformation;and that was in the Temple of God, and Jeſwr- 


Chryſoft in epe.. rt into the Temple of G O D.S, (hriſoſtome , in opere im- 
reimperſefto, perfefto,or the author whoſocuer , noteth it to bee the pro- 


Toh 2, 


Origen. bid. 


Luke, :, 


Eſay, Is 


uy of a good ſonne, firſt to viſit his fathers houſe when 
ee commeth to towne , and performe that duety and ho- 
nour which is due vnto him : And here wee ſee, our Saui- 
our Chriſt when he commeth to /eruſalem , firſt to viſit his 
fathers houſe Templum Dei, the Temple of God, though 
now for the abuſe thereof it might bee called Templun: In- 
deorum,the Temple of the Tewes , as Saint /ohr calleth the 
feaſt of the Paſſouer,Paſcha Indeorum,not Paſcha Dei, be- 
cauſe the Iewes abuſed it by their inuentions,as Saint Orj- 
gennoteth vpon that place; but conſidering the firſt inflitu- 
tion,he calleth it the Temple of God, though by abuſe it was 
become 4 den of theenes, And wherein ſhould a good ſonne 
rather buſic himſelfe,than in reforming the abuſes of his fa- 
thers houſe,the gouernment whereof is committed to him, 
as our Sauiour tolde /oſeph and his blefſed mother ; ww / 
wot goe about my fathers buſmeſſe? 

Now although the people were called the people of 
G OD;and the Cittie,the Cittie of God, as wee read cuery 
where in the Pſalmes and Prophets , though as itis in the 
propheſie of Eſay, The faithfull Cittie was become an harlot, 
and had neither Indgement nor 1uſtice in it, and the people of 
God become,a ſinful nation, and a people laden with iniquity; 
yet he —_— not his reformation there,but in the tem- 
ple of Goa, 

Giuing this as alefſon by his example to all Princes, and 
Magiſtrates to whome it may appertaine , that as a Phiſiti- 


on when hee comes ynto a ficke man, firſt demaundeth the 
ſtate 
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ſtate of his ſtomacke , and labourerh eſpecially to order it, 
(becauſe if the ſtomacke bee ſounde , the body is ſtro 

if the ſtomacke be ficke , the whole body is weakned;) 
ſo the Magiſtrate when hee findeth the bodie ofthe com- 
mon wealth diſeaſed, or diſtempered,let him firſt inqu 
after the ſtomacke how that is affeRed , that is, oh 
is amifle in Church and Church-men ; for from thence as 
from the roote, or from the heart, or from the fountaine, 
or from the Rtomacke , proceedeth the health,or the diſea- 


ſes,the finnes or the vertues , of the Prince and the people: CbriſM.iv opee 
as S, Chryſoſtome obſeructh, De _ ommne bonum egreds- "* imperfefios 


tur,de templo omne malum procedit , From the Temple com- 
meth all good , and from the Temple proceedeth all euill: 
For the vertues of the Prieſt are like the oyntment , which 
being powred vpon Aarons head runneth downe to his beard 
and ſo along to the border and ſhirts of his garment , thatis, 
firſt affet the Magiſtrate , & them that are ſeated in higher 
places , and fo by | cn the meaneſt people:and the hnne 
of the Clergie is like arheume,, which aſcendeth out of the 
ſtomacke into the head , and from thence ſpreaderh ir ſelfe, 
into all = of the body : according to x wat of Lemiticus, 


St ſacerdos quivnttus eft peccanerit , faciet delmquere popwln, Lit. 4. 


If the Prieſt which is the annointed of the Lord , ſhall hap 
to finghe ſhal cauſe the people to fin alſo, So that if the peo» 
ple be good and vertuous , the Prieſt may ſay as Saint Pax/ 


laid tothe (orinth, Nonne opus menm vos eſtis in Domino? x,Cor.g. 


are not you my wcrkemanſhip in the Lord?If the people be 


ill, hey may fay to the Prieſt , Nonne deſtruttio noſtra vos eſ= HugCard, 


t:?are not you our deſtrutior? yea, no queſtion , you are 
our deſtruction, Wherefore though many other thinges 
were amiſſe amongſt the people of the Iewes , - becauſe 
they proceeded from the diſorder of the Temple,as the ef- 
fe@ from the cauſe , according to the counſaile of God by 


the prohet Ezechiell, a ſanftuario meo incipite , Begin at my Fzech.g, 


ſanQuary ; and the rule which his Apoſtle Saint Peter lear- 


ned of him,that indgement muſt begin at the houſe of God, he .Pet.4. 


beginnerth his reformation at the Tewple of God, | 
B 3 But 


The fourth 
curcumſitan:e, 


Deut,1 4. 


Axzech, 22, _. ; 
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But let vs conſider the fourth circumſtance what it was 
that he reformed there : Hee caſt out all thoſe that ſold , and 
bought in the Temple , and onerthrew the tables of 
changers , and the ſeates of them that ſold dones. Now be. 
cauſe theſe abuſes , buying and ſelling, of ſheepe , and ox. 
en,and doues , and money-changers, and that in the Tem. 
ple of God , may ſeeme ſomewhat firange vnto you, may 
it pleaſe you to vnderſtand,that according to the comman. 
dement of God, all ſorts of people from all the regions of 
Turie,came vp ts this molt royall and ample Temple , eſpes 
cially on feſtiuall daies , to offer facrifice ynto the Lord, 
The richer ſort offered oxen, goates, ſheepe, &c. the poo. 
rer ſort, pigeons , and turtle doues, &c, But it hapned of- 
tentimes, that they which came far off, brought no ſacrifi- 
ces with them ; wherefore the Prieſts ro make a prey of the 
pcople, as Saint Jerome noteth,fold them-ſelues,or cauſed 
to be ſold by others, ſheepe, and oxen,and doues,& whats 
ſocuer was neceſſary for the ſacrifice : and for this mer. 
chandizing in the Temple, had their pretence out of the 
letter of the law; where they thar dwelr farre of, were com- 
maunded roſell their cftcrings at home, and with that mo- 
ney buy oxen and ſheepe, &c.when they came to /erzſa- 
lem : Now the Prieſts ſeemed to prouide for this law , that 
none that came farre off might want ſacrifices ; but indeed 
vnder pretence of that, ſtudied their owne prophane profit 
and gaine, 

Now becauſe ir happened that ſome came thither thaz 
were ſo poore,that they had no mony to buy the offerings, 
they placed there money-changers, who vppon ſecuritie 
would lend them the mony : but becauſe viury was forbid- 
den by the law,8& yet they would make ſome gaine of their 

money they were contented to take ſmaller trifles , which 
would yeeld them money,as rayſons anJ1 apples , and ſuch 
kinde of tuffe, as they call xi\»8z, thinking by this meanes 
to auoid the laiy ; whereas the Prophet Ezechie/ſaich v/#- 
ra n + ſuperaban421:tian non accipietss ; yau ſhall not take 
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Others that are learned are of opinion , that theſe mo» 
ney-changers, theſe zoMavC:50} as they be called in the text, 
were placed there to change their monies that came to 
that place 10 buy their ſacrifices , as to change greater 
money for ſmaller,or gold for f:luer; or forraine money for 
currant roney;and were called xoMaCrgmy of xiarufer, which 
fg» ified an haltepenny , which was giuen for the change, 
which may be gathered to be more probable, becauſe Saint 


Toh calleth them »wwusJi5:} of «ve, which fignifierh ſmall xp, 2, 


money,and ſeructh for change ; ſo that it ſhoulde feeme 
theſe noney-changers, were ſuch as (Aietane noteth to bee 
in Rome tor ſuch purpoſes,jn gradibus Dini Petri , vppon S, 
Peters ſtaires. 

Morcouer may it pleaſe you alſo to ynderſtand for your 
better inftruftion in this tory , and that you may perceiue 
what theſe abuſcs were , that the name of the Temple is 
ſometimes taken properly and ftriftly pro domo templi , for 
the body of the temple,which was diuided into two parts, 
as our churches arc,one was calied Santtwm, the holy place, 
where there was the Altar of incenſe, the Table , and the 
Candelſticke ; and the other was Sanftum ſanttorum , the 
holy of holyeſt, where was the Arke of the Teſtament, and 
the two (hernbins : into that part that was called Sar 
fHum,the Pricfts onely entred to offer incenſe , and none 0+ 
ther;into the Santtum ſanttorum the high Prieſt cntred og» 
ly,and that but once a yeare, 

Sometimes the Temple is taken more largely , and fig- 
nifieth a certaine quadrangle compaſſed in with a wall , be- 
fore the Temple ; and it was called Arrinm Sacerdotwm, 
the Prieſtes Court, where there was an altar for burnt offe- 
rings;and into this not onely the Prieſts did enter, but the 
Leuites alſo, who did lielpe them to flea and waſh the fa- 
crifices : now at the gate of this Court the common peo- 
ple (tood, and offered their ſacrifices to: the. Prieftes, In« 
to none of thefe places came our Saujour.;z not into the 
Saritum ſanttorum becauſe he was not high Pricſt; notin- 
to the Sanctum , becauſe he was no Prieft ; not-intothe 

Prieſts 


AR.3, 
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Prieſts Court, becauſe he was neither Prieſt nor Leuite, 
But beſide theſe , there were two other places topray in, 
ſ#b dino , abroadin the aire; in one the men praid, in theo. 
ther the women praid : and theſe eArris or Courts were 
called by the name of the Temple ; as in the Ae it is faid, 
that Peter and Tohn went into the Temple about the ninth 
hower tapray , And this is theplace which is noted heere 


Lyra ſupcr,21. by the name of the Temple, and to be thus groflely abuſed 


Matt. 


Eraſm, 


by the meanes of the Prieſts, Now our Sauiour , to ſhew 
his zeale to his Fathers houſe, and his authority togither 
with his power,as alſo to informe vs, that no temporall or 
baſe gaine ought to be exerciſed in Gods houſe, bur to bee 
reckoned foule and vnhoneſt , whatſoecuer faire pretence it 
may carry with it:finally, tro ſhew that nothing was fittefor 
that place,burt holynes and prayers and deuotion he caſt ont 
the buyers and ſellers,and the money-changers , and the ſeates 
of them that ſold doues,ont of the Temple. 

Now out of this fourth circumſtance among man 
things worthy the obſeruation , they that haue to doo wit 
the reformation of the Church or Common-wealth , may 
learn not to take awaythe vic of good things, becauſe they 
be abuſed,but to remoue the abuſe,and reſtore the thing to 
his proper nature and firſt inſtitution:For our Sauiour fin- 
ding theſe groflc abuſes in the Temple,doth not offer topul 
downe the Temple,or p_ the Magiſtrates to turneit 
to prophane vſes,or to build them goodly pallaces or courts 
of the ruines of it;to convert the veſſels of gold and filuerto 
their owne pleaſures,as Baltaſar did; or to the maintenance 
of their lawfull warres,or ynlawfull delights: but he taketh 
away the abuſes of it,he driueth out the C— the ſel- 
lers,and the money-changers; and that which was appoin- 
ted for a houſe of prayer and ſcruice of God, hee reſtoreth a- 
gaine to the firſt in{titution, 

For ſeeing all the eſtates of the world, the eſtate ofPrin- 
ces,the eſtate ofPrieſtes, and the eſtate ofthe Nobility,yes 
and the eſtate of the people, where they haue any cſtate, 4 


parnis initys ad maiora proficiunt , doe by degrees enlarge 
their 
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their authorities, and of ſmall beginnings grow into great- 

nes Aonec in vitinm ſq, luxurient,and at lai run,ryot and a- 
buſe their authority when ic is at the higheſt. If in our refors 
mations we ſhould not follow this patterne of our Sauiour, 
bur remoue good thinges for the abuſe of them ; many 
ſtrange,many dangerous, and ynnaturall alterations would 
enſue both in the Church and Common-wealth. And wee 
finde by experience, that this argument Ab abuſu , ad now 
ſum, From the abuſe of good things to the aboliſhing of 
them , as ithath bred herefies and ſchiſmes in the Church; 
fo alſo rebellions and treaſons in the Commonwealth, 

- The Manichees altogether condemned Chriſtianity, 
becauſe there were found many ill Chriſtians : to whome 
Saint eAuſten anſwered, Veſtrum oculum malenolus error in Contra Fanſe 
ſolam paleam noſtre ſegetis ducet, nam & triticum ibi cito vi- - 2þ.1 bk ” 
deretwr,ſi & eſſe velletis, Your malicious errour carrieth your 
eye to the chaffe _ of our corne : you might as eafil 
perceiue the wheat, if you were ſo diſpoſed. The Donarifts 
refuſed the Sacraments, becauſe the Prieſts were wicked 
which adminiſtred them : to whom Saint eAuften ſaid, Ne- 
ceſſe eft vi (emper erretis, quamdin propter hominum vitia a 
- - un; wieletie Yor can —_ Coſſibly be free from —_— 
errour , ſolong as you violate the ſacraments of God for 2.cp.z0. 
the faults of men . The Anabaptifts would remooue Prin- 
ces and Magiſtrates,becauſe many hauec abuſed their autho- 
rity and gouernment : to whome we anſwere, though Aa- 

li abutuntur rebus bonis , Euill men abuſe good ordinances; 

yet, ifa kingdome were not alawfull ſtate and calling , ho- 

ly Daxid,Jofias and the like, would not haue bin Kings : for 

Boni non vtuntur rebus malts , thoſe that are good meddle 

not with bad matters: And wee finde that the rent in the 

kingdome of 1/#ael, was becauſe , Kehoboam abuſed his go» 3-Reg-1% 

ucrnement : andthe alteration of the ſtate of the Romans ; 

vnder the Kings , was becauſe , Que honeite habere licebat, Salnſt is Cabe 
er turpitudinem abuti properabant . For the common peo= 

ple by reaſon of their ignorance, nmincible ignorance , bee= 

ing not able to diſcerne —_— the true & wh fthat which 
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is good, andthe abuſe ofit z nor berween that faule that 
Th,:44e.41, proceedeth exnatura fats , out of the nature of the fa& ir 
ets, ſ-Ife, decauſe it is malum ſimpliciter , imply euill , and that 
which proceedeth ex ab»ſ# 4074, from the abuſe of thae 
» hich is good, which is alum per accidens , euill but by an 
accident ; will allow of a tyranny, as Saint Aſtin noteth, 
De bono conius Which is the woorlt ate of Gouernement , ſiregia clemen. 
gal: cap. t4, tia ſubaitos traftet , It hee handte the ſubieCts with the cle- 
mency of a King ; and condemne a Monarchy, the beſt 
Kinde of goucrnement, S: rex crudelitate tyrarnica ſeniat, 
ifbcing a King he ſhew the cruelty of a tyrant , beeing not 
able to diſcerne betweene the iuſt vſe of an vniuſt author's 
tic, and the vniuſt vie of aiult authority. They will with 
Lycnrgus roote out all the Vines in a Countrey , becauſe 
men will be drunke,and cuen mad with winezwhereas Plu- 
earch ſaith , they ſhould rather digge welles and fountaines 
neere vnco them;and as Plato counſelleth , Inſanum Denm 
al:9 ſobrio repreſſum, caſtigare ; that is take away the abuſe 
by mixing ſome quantity of water with it, They will with 
Pius de Cone ( 9tt4,25 Cicero reporteth , condemne reaſon & knowledge 
cord.lis,g, in men,becauſe oftentimes it is the cheefeſt inſtrument of 
fin and iniquity,and beeing giuen vnto man as an excellen« 
cie aboue other creatures , doth make him much woorſe 
De iztcrieri than any brute beaſt, They will forbid reading and diver 
domo Cap. 50. fity of ſtudy , becauſe as S. Bernard noteth, Prolixa lettia 
memoriam legentis obliterat , Ouer much reading hurteth 
the memory of the readerznot conſidering with S. Bernard 
Ibid. that often times Crimen non eft in rebus , ſed in vſu agentis, 
the fault is not in the things , but in him that vſeth them 
Aug. de deft nor with S. Auſtin , that In multis non vſus rerum,ſed libido 
chr.ub,3+ 62P ientis in culpa eft, In many things not their vie,bur the difs 
ons order of himghat vſeth them muſt be blamed : nor that the 
Arif.togicyx, rule is not,Cuins abuſus mals eſt , ipſum quoque malum eſt; 
but { wins ſis malus eſt,id eſt, per ſe malus eff , ipſuns quoque 
malum eft , that which may bee abuſcd-is euill , bur that 
which cannot be well vſcd ; which is the ſame which the 


—_ 14163 Canonilts haue,Si v/#: principalis alreains rei fit mortifer, 
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wortiferam quogue rem 6, ge a :that is,if the principall 
vſcof any thing be deadly, it ſhall make the thing ir ſelfe of 
like nature. 

Now our Saujiour here teacheth them another leſſon, 
not to pull downe Churches for the abuſe of them, orthe 
abuſe of the Prieſt ; bur reforme the abuſe and retaine the 
good vie. And althoughour Sauior when the Iewes were 
incorrigible , and would not be reformed, nor repent them 
of that ſinne of ſinnes , the putting to death, to ſhamefull 
death, that innocent Lambe, the very Sonne of God , our 
Savior Chriſt Jeſus, threatned the deltruRtion of the Tem- 
ple, and the miſerable captiuity of the whole Nation , and 
perfourmed it : So that /eruſalem became as ler:cho was 
an execrable thing ; for although Ilan, and the Greciars w_ 
and the ewes, endeuoured to repaire it and build it a= * 

aine, yet it was impoſlible, by reaſon of earthquakes and 
= from heauen,which conſumed the ſtuffe, and troubled 
the workmen,as T beoderet reporteth : yet this was but a re- ; 
moouing of their candleſticke, as I may call it, not the put- Theed b5,y. 
ting out of the Candle ; aremoouing of the Temple of **** 
God and the Prieſthood to another Nation , that is , to the 
Gentiles ; not an vtter ſubuerſi6 of Churches & ecclefiaſti- 
call State;or to vie our Sauiors words in this ſame Chap. A 
taking away of the Kingdome of God from them and gining it V1.4 
toa Nation that ſhould bring foorth the fruites thereof : as 
when Saul became incorrigible ,.and abuſed his State, Sa- - 
»wel (aid not, th: Lord hath rent away the kingdome from 
Iſrael chis day , and will haue no more Kings bur ludges, 
&c. but, The Lord hath rent the king ome of |(cac) from thee 
this day and hath gwen it to thy neighbour , who ts better than 1.Sam.Ty, 
thos : that is, hath remooued the inſufticient from the place 
of gouernment,, and put in his roome one more ſufficient, 
To teach vs, that as for the finnes of Princes and abuſe of 
their State , the manner of gouernmentis not altered by 
God, nor their priucledges abrogated, but the Office tranſ- 
lated to afitterperſon; ſo, for the abuſe of Churches and 


Church-racn , neither the Churches oughygto bee defaced 
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and ruined , nor the ſtate ofthe Cleargie to bee diſgraced 
and villified;bur thoſe that are diſordered muſt bee difpla. 
ced,and their honours beſtowed ypon better men, For this 
is a leſſon ſet downe in the rules of; the law,as an 4xiome or 
»axime in nature, & not1n a law poſitive or humaine con. 
ſtitution,that,Seme/ Deo dedicatumgnon eſt ad ſus humanos 
vlterins tranſferendit; That which hath beene once dedica- 
ted to God,is not any moreto bee tranſferred to the vſes of 
men. Andit ſeemeth to bee ſo euident by the light of Na- 
ture,that children acknowledge it as Plato confefſerh;zwho 
ſpeaking of a truth as cuident as he tooke it , as that two 
and two make foure, Nos dicimus((aith he)quod puert ſolent; 
Que refte data ſunt eripi non licet; We ſay as children vſe to 
doo : Thinges well giuen,muſt not be taken back againe: 
and therfore no meruaile if it were a caſe ouer-ruled by the 
more ancient ſort of heathen Phyloſophers in their Courts 
of iuſtice,S; fatta edes ſit , licet collapſaſit —_— ramen 
cis occupanit ſolum:If an houſe hath bene once dedicated to 
God,though it be fallen down and vtterlydecayed, yet the 
ſoyle is holy,and the ground religious , and not to bee im« 
ployed to ciuill or prophane ves. 

The fifth circumſtance in the FaR , is the mannerhow 
our Sauiour performed this reformation , Hee caſt out then 
that ſold and bought,c5c, An extraordinary courſe is vied 
by our Sauiour , and therefore che more obſeruable. For 
whereas in all other places and againſt all other finnes hee 
victh wordes,and reproofes and reprehenfſions;and thoſe al. 
ſo tempered with humility , mildnes and gentlenes : Heere 
he vſeth force and execution,and externall diſcipline, and 
preſent corretion , by caſting them out of the Temple , by 
making a whippe of ſmall cordes, and ſo whipping the out; 
by ouerthrowing the tables of the —_ , and 
the ſeates and chaires of them that ſold doues:and whereas 
he faith of himſelfe,that hee was ſent into the world , not to 
indge the world , but that the worlde might bee ſaned 
by Lin z yetin this caſe, in this finne, in this abuſe , and 
prophanation af the Temple , as it were forgetting his 
accuſtomed 
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np O67 _ , and the end of his comming, 
hee exerciſeth puniſhment , ſirikerh with a whippe , ouer- 
throweth the tables,caſteth abroad the money , and ro con- 
clude,cafteth them our of the Temple; and that by himſelfe 
alone,and with his owne hands. 

If her excellent Maieſtic, beeing famous and renowned 
for her ſingular clemency , ſhoulde come to this Citty and 
with her own hands, puniſh a fault or miſdemeanor, it were 
a good argument that, that kind of finne were moſt odious 
vnto her;here our Sauior the Prince of peace and fountaine 
of mercy commerh to /er»ſalem, and with his owne hands 
doth puniſh the abuſes , and the prophanations of the tem- 
pleof GOD. eAdamfinned, and heeſent his Angelsor gg, ,, 
Cherubins to caſt him out of Paradiſe . The wicked S$o- 
domites ſinned, and hee ſent his Angels, and it rayned fire Gen.1g, 
from heauen and conſumed them, The whold world cor- 
rupted their way ypon carth, and hee ſent raine from hea- Gen 7. 
uen and deſtroyed them with aflood . Pharaoh would not 
harken to his voyce to let the people goe, and he ſent Frogs 
and Graſhopers &c, and waſted his country. David fin- =. | 
ned by numbring his people , and hee ſent an Angell and * _— 
{mote them with peſtilence. The Elders finned againſt x, 3 
Suſanna , and God ſent the Child Danie/to doe iudgement 
on them. Onely this ſinne of prophaning and abuſing his 
Temple,he correRteth and chaſteneth with his owne hands, 
he ſendeth not his Angels, hee ſendeth not fire, hee ſendeth 
not water , hee ſendeth not his Prophets, but hee commeth 
himſelfe and taketh puniſhment of them, 

But you will fay ; How could this bee , that our Sauiour 
Chriſt, being one man , and vnarmed, without a guard or 
ſouldiers after him , without any humane authority or ex- 
ternall calling,in the preſence of the Prieſts and the Scribes, 
who hated him with deadly batred, and at that preſent time 
ſought after his life, who made profit of thoſe buiers and 
ſellers, who alſo were many in number , and moſt attentiue 
and greedy after their gaine, and had ( as Ifaid before) an 
honeſt pretence out of the law for this their marchandi- 
zing 
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ing ; notwithſtanding all theſe circumſtances, without tumule, 
without noiſe , without contradiction or reſiſtance, hee ſhould 
bee able to caſt them all together our of the Temple? 

But the anſiwereis plaine, That it was done by a miracle,as the 
ancicnt Fathers do jointly teſtifie:& S./erome ſaith, thatthis was 
the greateſt of all his miracles, Some thinke ſaith he, þ the grea. 
teſt miracle he wrought,was y raifing of Lez.arss fro the dead; 
& ſome thinke that the giuing of ſight to 5 blind was the grea« 
teſt miracle ; ſome the voice _— was heard at /ordane when he 
was baptized;ſome his transfiguration in the mountaine, where 
he ſhewed his triumphant glory &maicſty:but ſaith he,of al the 
ſignes y cuer he wrought,this ſecmeth moſt miraculous in mine 
cie,that one man at that time contemptible,ſo tar foorth vile & 
baſc in their cies,that he was afterwards crucifiedzin deſpight of 
Scribes & Priefts,could caſt out with whips ſuch a muleitude of 
men and cattle , which a pretty army of men could haue hardly 
performed:;but(ſaith he) /gneun quiddam & fidercum radiabat in 
oculis eixs; There was ſome fiery and ſtarry brightnes that gliſ- 
eteredin his cies;and the maieſty of his Diuinity did ſhine in his 
face:ſorthat neither Scribes,n.or Phariſhes,nor Prieſts,nor buiers, 
nor ſel{ers,durſt reſiſt & withſtand Lim. And S.Origer ſaith, that 
this was a greater miracle then the turning of water into wine, 
becauſe their inanimate materia ſub/7;tit ; amatter without life 
&ſoule doth yeeld vnto him:but in this,ror millenm hominum de- 
mantty ingenia ; hee daunteth the kearts and courages of thou- 
fands of men, For you ſhall ynderſtand,thart ſome miracles were 
wrought vpon y bodies of men,which we moſt admire,becauſe 
they are ſubie&t co the ſight of our ejes:& ſome vpon the mindes 
of men,qnantizm ad immutardas inferiores vires,concerning the 
change of their inferiourfaculties,as the Schoolemen ſay;which 
though they were more miraculous,yet to vs they ſeeme nor ſo, 
And this diſtinftion may bee gathered our of the Hebrews, 
wherc he ſaith; that God bare witnes to Chriſt wuorce 72 xgi rho 
cen, by ſignes and wonders gy maiteina Sud ur, by divers powert, 
which wrought vypon the mindes and ſoules ofmen, The mirs- 
cles which he wrought vpon bodies are obſerued by you al, bur 
the miracle which he wrought ypon their minds & ſoules —_ 
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theſe & the like:firſt, the informing of his Diſciples with know- 
ledge & vnderſtanding, / wil gine you 4 month & wiſdome where 
againſt all your adxerſaries ſhall not be able to ſpeake or reſiſt. And 


| therforeitis ſaid in Aer, that when the [ewes ſaw the conſlan- Ag. 


cie of Peter and [ohn tf wnderſtood that they were vnlearned men, 


and without krowledge , admirabanter, they thought it a miracle. Math 9 


The ſecond is the calling of Mathew; for as ſoone as he faid,fol- 
hw me,chough he fate at the receipt of cuſtome, yet preſently he 
roſe vp and followed him: Fulgur dine Maieſtatis videntem ad ſe 
traxit ; Fhe lightning ofhis divine Maieſty drew him vnto him 


ſo ſoone as he did but ſee him, The 3.is in y Goſpel of /obn,wher lok.18, 


a5 ſoone as he ſaid to the band of men & officers that came with 

Indas to apprehend him,] am he;they went backward,c+ fel to the 
ownd:S, Arſtin writing vpon that place, ſaith it was a miracle. 
he forth is in S. Lukes Cob, 


Chriſoftom ſaith ; Stare in medio inſidiantinm & non apprehendi, 
To (tand in the mid(t of thoſe that way-laid him &not to be ta= 
ken, ſhewed his Diuinity, and was amiracle, Finally, as Thaue 
ſhewed you before , with this facility to caft our the buiers, 
and ſellers, &c. and nor to be reſiſted, argued the power of his 
Diuinity,and was a miracle, And this of the fifth circumſtance, 
] awplifie this poynt , and vrge all theſe circumſtances of 
our Sauijours force, and extraordinary violence vicd in this 
lace, and the miraculous perfounning of it; to ſhew vnto you 
or odious this finne is, of prophaning the Church of GOD 
with buying and ſelling. And no _ , if this merchandi. 
zing (which had fo faire a pretence for it as the letter of the law, 
& the eaſe and benifit of y whole nation ) was ſo odious to our 
Sauiour Chriſt; our merchandizing, and buying & ſelling inthe 
Church of Cod,cannot be lefſc odious and offenſive to him, 
For our buying and felling in the Church of GOD, our 
Symonie, as wee callit, hath no pretencefor it in thelawe af 
CHMoyſes, nor in the lawe of the Goſpell, nor in Ecclchaſticall 


. or Canon Jawes, ror in the Ciui'l and Nationall lawes of 


any Countrey. The lay; of CMoyſes prouided (6 liberally 
for 


pel,where they of the Sinagogue led Tr4"112.ſupt- 
him to the edge of an hill , ro thruſt him downe headlong , but _ 
leſus paſſed through the midſt of them, and went his way:where $. OE 
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for the Prieſts and the whole ſamily of the Lenites, by the . 


free citties , and the demaines which were allowed themin 
euery Tribe,that there was neither vſc nor abuſe of buyj 
and ſelling till /eroboams time, who erefted an altar againft 
the altar of G O D, and made of the lowe#t of the people( that 
would fill his hand ) idolatrous prieſts. In the new law of 
the new Teſtament there was gratis accepiſtis , gratis date; 
the Apoſtles recciued their gifts freely,and gaue them free, 
ly; the people receiued the word freely , and freely of their 
owne accord they laid downe the price of their land at the 
Apoſtles feerte, T he Ecclefiaſticall and Ciuill Iawes forbid 
nothing with greater regard, ſince the Church was endow. 
ed with peculiar maintenance, than the buying and ſel. 
ling of Spirituall offices, and Ecclefiaſticall perferments; 
2 I know none, cither ancient Father, or Schoole-man, 
or late Writer , which applieth not this Scripture, and this 
Action of our Sayiour Chriſt, to our Simoniacall buying 
and ſelling of orders and offices in Chriſtian Churches, So 
that if all councels and ancient reuerend Biſhoppes, which 
had the conſtituting or confirming of Eccleſialticall lawes 
be not deceiued , this Simonic is a wrong to the ſtate of the 
Church: if all good Princes and Stateſmen,and Parliaments 
bee not deceiued, who haue the making and eſtabliſhing 
of Statute Lawes,this Simonie is preiudiciallto a Common. 
wealc:if all interpreters be not deceiued,ir is a finne againſt 
the law of God, and ſcuerely chaſtiſed in this place by our 
Sauiour Chriſt , either miſtically and figuratively, or by 
neceſſary conſequence , For if thoſe things which by na- 
ture were vendible,as ſheepc and oxen,and} to that purpoſe, 
to offer them in ſacrifice to God, mighc not be bought and 
ſouldin the houſe of G OD or theprecinRts of it ; much 
lefſe may offices Eccleſiaſtical , or Tythes, or the mainte- 
nance of Gods Miniſters, which by nature are not faleable, 
be bought or ſold in the Church of God, 

For what ? Ifthe finne of Simon Magus ( of whom this 
faule hath denomination) conſiſted in buying onely, and 
notinſelling ofthat which was ſpiritual;ſeeing buying and 
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ſelling are both in a predicament (ifor nothing is e 
but that which is ſold, & contrs ) and the Apoſiles had fin- 
ned as ouſly in ſelling,as Simon did in buying : and the 
Schoole-men fay well, that Vendentes conformantur Simons Th.21.que#, 
in tintentione fi non in attu; Sellers are conformed to Simon 100,47t.1, 
Magas in _ m_ not in aRion; becauſe he would 
haue bought the holy Ghoſt, to ſell his miracles, May noe 
the Church impoſe one name to both theſe finnes,whichare 
couſin germaines, nay brother germanes , as well as buyin 
and felling ſhould bee comprehended vnder the word © 
merchandizing? or that, ſer«us,vas,ager,arbor, pecxs ſhould 
be contained ynder the name of pecwnie,as S, Auſtin noteth 
in his Bookes of Chriſtian Learning ? 

Againe ; If the ſinne of Simon Magus properly conſiſt. 
ed inthe buying of a ſpirituall thing, ot the working of mi- 
nckinnds is meerely ſpirituall ; as the gift of preaching 
orthe gift of prophecying; and the gift of preaching and the 
maintenance allotted for it , by what name or title ſo-euer 
you call it, concurre to the making of a perfe& Preacher, as 
the ſfoule and body to the making of a perfe& man ; fo 
that as the ſoule ſeperated from the ark. though ir liueth, A 
yet it liueth not corporaliter , bodily ; {o Preac ing ſepara- 35 LEO 
ted from the maintenance, though it liueth, yer it liueth 
not ciniliter or humaniter, as ciuilitic and humanitie would 
it ſhould , as GOD hath appointed it to liue in this 
world : may not the buying and ſelling of a Biſhopricke 
or Benefice, which is annexum quiddam fpiritualibus, ſome- 
what annexed to fpirituall affaires, bee accompted Smonie; 
when not onely the ſoule of man is ſaid to liue, but the bo- 
die alſo which is annexum quiddam, is (aid to liue ex vnione 
anime,by the ynion of the ſoule : when, not hee onely that 
killeth the ſoule is ſaid to doo murther,but hee alſo that kil. 
leth the body which hath no life bur by meanes ofthe ſoule; 
when not hee onely is ſaid to finne againſt the Maieſtie of a 
Prince,who offereth iniurie to his perſon,or crowne, but hee 
alſo that doth violence to thoſe { yranm which are annexed 
to his crowne and dignitic ? 
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This felling and buying in the Church of God, which 
by the generall couſent of interpreters, Fathers and School. 
men, is here puniſhed by our Saviour Chriſt, andis iuſtly 
called Simonie,and a true branch of the fanne of Simen Aſa. 
gs is ſo common and vſuall in the Church of England, that 
I muſt necds fay , that either you efleeme it not as. afinne, 
or if you take it for a {inne , fince our Saviour is aſcended 
into Heauen, you thinke there is no G OD to puniſh you 
for it, 

To hold itno finne , is to hold the herefic of Simeon Ma. 
g#-(for ſo ir is called)thatis , to thinke rhat the holy Ghoſt 
may be bought and ſould; for when Offic xm cure animari 
o—_—_— ac ſpiritualiſumum Dei donum fit ; The office of 
the charge of ſoules is an efpeciall and moſt ſpiritual gift 
of God : to buy or to ſell the office of che charge of ſuules 
in generall , that is, to buy or ſell Orders, or to buy and fell 
the office of the charge of theſe or thoſe ſoules ; that is, 
to buy or ſell a Preſentation,is Simonie,and that in his owne 
nature , and not becauſe iris forbidden by Ecclefiaſticall or 
Ciuill Law, And itis not onely v#/2u5 cancroſum, as Saint 
eAmbroſe calleth it, a wound that hath acanker inir, and 
therefore will creepe along through cuery ioynt of the bo. 
dy of a Common=wealth , as wee finde by our milcrable cx. 
perience, and ſo requireth zgnitzm ferrum , a hot coulter or 
ſharpe ſword , that is, the extremity of ciuill puniſhmentz 
nor execrabile flagitium onely, a deteſtable (inne, and there- 
fore anathematis opprobrio condemnandam,to be condemned 
& curſed with Excommunication,the higheſt cenſure of the 
Church ; but ir is that agxiz, that wickedneſſe or ſrfulneſſe 
that Saint Peter ſpeaketh of , and that 0y/4:0pes a# xias, that 
bond or bundle of iniquity , that containeth many finnes faſt 
chained together : which argue, that the hart is not right, 
and trom which wee may pray to bee deliuered, not ſimply 
as from other finnes, bur if st be poſſible, as Saint Peter coun- 
felled Simon Magus pray wnto God , that if it bee poſſible this 

thought of thy hart may be forginen thee, 
\. But for alanuch 2s fance the tune , that good Chriſtians 
- arc 


are degenerated into cunning politicians, itisnot ſo much 
regarded, what is good for the ſtate of the Church, as what 


1 isficting and behoofefull for a Common-wealth ; nor ſuch 
1 reckoning made of eternall reward , or eternall puniſhment, 


25 ofpreſent pleaſure &of puniſhment inflited on our body, 


or goods:and we fay with the Policitians, Pace ſecxra ſit reſp. gy de cinir. 
floreat copys referta, vittori)s glorioſa,& quid ad nos? Itthere Deits.2 cap.2, 


be peace & plenty and proſperity ,what care we for the ſtate 

of the Church ?I will giue you ſome reaſons among(t many, 

why this ſelling and buying inthe Church , which is the vt- 

ter yndooing of the {tate of the Clergy,as it is not lawfull by 
the word of God; ſo not tolerable in regard of the policy of 
aChriftian Common-wealth, 

Firſt, as much as in iclyeth , ir taketh away the ſociety 
and fellowſhippe of mankinde , wherein confiſteth a Com- 
men-wealth, For if wee ſhall bee ſo affeed,that euery man 
for his owne commodity , will rob and ſpoyle another man, 
the ſociety of mankind, which of all things is moſt naturall, 
muſt —_—_ bee diſfolued : and if wee ſhall bec ſo affeRed, 
that one ſtate in a Commoi-wealth will by all meanes 
endeuour toeate vp another , that deformity will grow in 
the Common-wealth , that would happen in the body of a 
man inthe like caſe ; forif the legs ſhould challenge and 
enioy allthat nouriſhment which ſhould goeto the armes, 
the one part would be vnweldy by his greatnes , and the 0+ 
other ynprofitable by his weakenes, 

It is well knowen and confeſſed , that the ſtate of the 
Clergy in euery good Chriſtian Common-wealth , hath 
had his lot and portion, not onely fpirituall in the Lord, bue 
alſo temporall in the Common-wealth, being an eſtate of 
men, as of the beſt deſert , if they do their duties ; ſonor to 
be fed by the ayre,as the Cameleon are,but by the fruits and 
increaſe which proceede from the earth : and therefore 
they haue had allotted them by the law of nature, as Aet- 
chifedech had ; by the law of Aoyſes as the Prieſts had z and 
by the confirmation of our Sauiour Chriſt, hes oporter fiers, 
theſe things muſt bee done; and by ciuill and _ 
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lawes iri Chriſtianity, not onely the Tythes of the fruite of 
the earth ; becauſe they haue bellies to be fed , and backs to 
bee clothed, and families to bee maintained : but they had 
their Cicties and their lands belonging to them among the 
lewes , and their parts in the facrifice and offerings : and a» 
mongſt the Chriſtians their demaines , and teniporalties 
becauſe that (tate was not anarchicall, or without authoritie 
and juriſdiction, Laſtly, they had their ſpeciall priuiledges, 
namely not to ſerue in the tabernacle before 25. yeare old, 
nor after 50. their Cities of refuge and SanRuaries, &c, In 
the famine of egipt they had an ordinarie allowance of 
Pharaoh ; (o that when hee bought all the land of the ſub. 
ies in egypt, yet the Prieſts land was not ſolde : ſo great 
were their priuiledges among the Heathen. 

Now if their Chriſtian priuiledges which haue beene 
many,ſhall be made voide,againſt the rule of the x 2.Tables, 
Prinilegiane irroganto ,let them not infringe the Priuiled- 
oes : and againſt all reaſon when Theodoricns ſaid , Intra 
regulas ——— inris non debet munificentia prencipum ar« 
fart, the bounty of Princes ought not to bee ſtraightned 
within the bounds of the lawe ; if where equaltas is not 
equitas,that is equi P ioined withequalitie,the maintenance 
of all dignitie,and ſuperiority and authority be taken away, 
which will breede contempt ; for as vertue is diſcouraged 
without rewarde, fo authoritie is diſarmed without juſt 
maintenance ; finally , if thoſe neceſſaties which ſhould 
maintaine nature, which is contented with a little courſe 
eloath for the back, and courſe bread for the belly,bee retai- 
ned by force or fine ſleight from that ſtate,or a great part of 
it, which is ordained as the Sunne is , ad continuos eurſus, to 
continuall labour and trauaile in the houſe of God ; and not 
onely taken from them, bur giuen to anation which bring- 

eth forth worſe fruice: it is out of all doubt, that as when one 
ſerpent earcth another 4gardy y4z»4]es, a dragon is engendred 
which deuoureth all ; ſo when one State caterh yp another, 
it bringeth foorth a monſtrous and vnnaturall tate in the 
common-wealth,and ſo.by conſequent a dangerous _ 


at Pawles Croff oe. 1 27 
$o that wee are much to feare, that as before the commin 
of our Sauiour in the fleſh, the Romane Commen-weal 


being changed by little and little, ex pulcherrima & optima, 4%; fe civits 
peſſima a fapriffim afta eft ; ſothe Common-wealth 2%.2-54.19, 


of England and of Chriftianitie , by this foule finne of S+ 
monie and Sacriledge, before the ſecond comming of our 
Sauiour, of a moſt religious and well ordered Common- 
wealth, will become irreligious and fimoniacall, 

Secondly, this —_ and ſelling in the Church of God, 
will make barren and like d:ſolate and forſaken Widowes 
the two Vniuerſities , the two fruitfull Mothers and full of 
Children, though now readie to giue vp the ghoſt, and 
powre out their ſoules in their Mothers boſomes .. For if 


we that bee bred vp inlearning , ſuffer in our childhood in Y 
the Grammar ſchooles magnum & grave malum,a great and Aug, _ 


greeuous afflition ( Saint eAuſftis compareth it to the tor- 
ments of martyrdome ) and when wee come to the Vniuerſi- 
tic,if wee liue of the Colledges allowance are , as Phalaris 
obieed to the Leontines, rarTwy alt is Thy Myh x; is » needy 


of all things but kunger and feare ; or if we be maintained but EpMA,S 3+ 


partly by our parents coſt, doo expend in neceſſaric main- 
renance, bookes, and degrees, before wee come to any per- 
feRion,fiue hundred pounds, or a thouſand markes, fi by 
this price of the expence of our time, onr bodies and ſp1- 
rites,our ſubſtance and patrimonies, wee cannot purchaſe 
thoſe ſmall rewardes which are ours by law,and the right of 
inheritance , a poore Parſonage or a poore Vicarage, of 
fortie or fiftic pound a yeare ; but wee mult pay to the Pa- 
tron for the leaſe of alife ( a ſpent and out-worne life ) ei- 
ther in annuall penſion, or aboue the rate of a Copy-hold, 
and that with the hazard of the loſſe of our ſoules, by fimo- 
nic and periurie, and the forfeiture of all our fpirituall pre- 
ferments in eſſe and in poſſe, both preſent and to come : what 
father after a while will bee ſo improuident, to bring vp his 
ſonne to his great charge , to this neceſlarie beggerie? 
What Chriſtian will bee fo irreligious, as to bring vp his 
fonne in that courſe of life , which by probabilitic of ne-« 
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cefſitic ( q#4 cogit ad twrpia, enforcing to finne) will entans 
gle him in ſmonie and periurie ? When as the Poet faith ; 
[nnitatus ad hec,aliquis de pente negabit, A beggars bratta« 
ken froma bridge where hee fitteth in begging, if hee knew 
the inconuenience,had cauſe to refuſe ir. 

But you will fay, that learning is to be defired,and will 
be deſired for it ſelfe ; becauſe as the Stoicks ſay , Doltring 
et pretium ſibi , Learning is her ownerecompence : and the 
Miniſter muſt conſider fruttumr on datum, the good thathe 
doth, not the reward hee muſt haue : and therefore though 
this be a fault, yet no danger thereby of decay of learning, 
For the former, it is moſt true, that Learning is Lux animi, 
> obleftatio vite, the light of the minde, and delight of the 
life , and for it ſelfe to bee deſired; but of Gentlemen, who 
can liue without it; and of Sroickes and Philoſophers, which 
had no paſſons, which lived as ſoules without bodies, ſo 
farre in loue with the food of the one, that they tooke no 
regarde what became of the other. But if Gentlemen one- 
ly ſhould bee learned , a competent meaſure would ſerue 
their turne , the dephts of profeſſions are aboue their en- 
deuours, they are fo painefull : and you ſhall finde as few 
Schollers that doo reach to that height of Philoſophie, as 
to feed their mindes and to (tarue their bodies , as you ſhall 
finde Gentlemen that are come to that height of Chriſtia- 
nity , to forſake all and follow ( hrift , or to lone their enemies 
and ſtudie their good, 

But the Remanes,who made eMedes honors > virtuti ge- 
»elles, that is, ioyned the Churches of Honour and Verrtue 
the one cloſe to the other ; and thoſe wiſe men who vpon 
ſepulchces and monuments engraued theſe titles , irtuts 
& Honori, to Vertue and Honour ; and our Founders and 
Benefators , who appointed opulenta premia literarum 
profeſſoribus, plentifull rewardes to the profeſſing of learn» 
ing : they knew well enough , that Non deficit ſtudinm,qued 
premium larging habet ; and that Virtue emwla, alitur exen- 


plo honoris aliens; Studic is neuer ſcant, where the recom- 


pence is large ; and yertue which is cucrmore in zmulation, 
is 
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is fed by the example of honor in other men, And againe 
on the other fide, that learning would bee much diſcoura- 


ged,if Schollers ſhould come to Gentlemen as the Philo. 
lopher came to Herod to begge a penny to buy him bread; 
becauſe Probate virtns inhonora ceſſat, Vertue hong it be 
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commended, yer if it bee not honored and rewarded will 


ſoone be — 


For the latter, that we muſt not ſecke datum but frutium, 2, 
it is moſt truc : But that law or reaſon that bindceth vs to la- 
bour for your good, bindeth you to provide ſufficiently for 
vs : Dignus cit operarins mercede ſua, The workman is wor- 
thy of his hire, That law that bindeth him that laboureth 
to miniſter onto you ſpiritnall things , bindeth you to admi- 
miſter nts hm corporall things , and not ſell them to him: q 
þ ſpiritualum eorum participes fatti ſunt gentiles: if Gen- 


tlemen bee partakers of their ſpirnuall thmgs, they muit ad- 
miniſter unto them worldly things : for as Saint Pax faid,hee 


Rom.1 5, 


was debitor illis, adebrer vnto all ; ſoon the other (ide,debi» 1,4 
tores eorum ſunt, they are debters to the Apoſiles. And this 


isthe diuifion ſpoken of by the Sonne of Sirach ; In dixi 


Jo 
one ſortis da & accipe, giue and take, nor (ell andtake, And Fcd:£14. 
Saint Par! calleth it zorory os dyes thowes wana Phil.g, 
to communicate one with arother after the manner of rw, 


and reecming :to ſignifie ( lairh Caietan vppon that place 


thar the maintenance of the Cleargie is due ſecundum rati- 
ones dati & accepti; which therefore ſhould be ( ommunica- 
tiones & ( ammntationes, not Vexditiones, And as in a Com- 
mon-wealth , though wee owe our {clues and all our ende- 
uours to our Ptince and Countrey, Serwitia tamen per mo- 
derata conpendia proxecartur; yet ſome reaſonable confide- 


ration pulleth on our ſeruice; ſo alſo, though wee owe our 
ſelues and our labours to your ſaluation and zdification,and 
not to preach-is 4 woe wnto vs, and if 1 doo it willngy [ 
hane my reward , the encreaſe of grace , the encreaſe 
knowledge, and ecuerlaſting life, Ewpe bone ſerxe,Well done 
ood ſeruant, that is, 3 reward-ſpirituall, a reward at Gods 
hands ; yet for all that ſerxitia,Cc, our endeyours are ſtirred 


vp 
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and not only ours but other mens, who by our preferments, 
or at leaſt iuſt maintenance , may bee encouraged to this 
kind of calling. For as Mariage is honoured, why ? be. 
cauſe by I —_ acquiritar poſterity is kept 
in reparation : ſo our labours and callings muſt be honoured 
and regarded ; becauſe not out of our loynes ( as in Moyſes 
law proceedeth the ſeed of the Prieſthood ) but out ofug 
honours and preferments, 
Another Ob- But you will ſay ; This complaint needethnot, for many 
iecion acl. of the Cleargy are rich enough ; and whar eſtate is there 
in the world , but ſome of that calling doo liue in pouertie? 
To which Ianſwere ; That in what + ſocuer prodigali- 
tie or ſupine negligence is found, there pouerty will follow, 
and no remedie for it. But there is no calling withia this 
Common-wealth wherein a'painfull and induſtrious man 
may not liue decently and plentifully in that kinde of func- 
tion , except only in the Miniſtery : where, if they haue not 
money to buy them a Benefice , or preferment as we call ir; 
they muſt liue of the almes of the poore of the pariſh, for 
reading ſome Le&ture, as the Popiſh prieſts did of Dirrges 
and Maſſes ; and haue their colletion together with the old 
and the lame , and the blinde , and ſuch as are a burthen to 
the common-wealth, Oh (ſaith Saint Bernard ) what a per- 
werſe order 1s this, cceleſtibus terrena meccari, ro buy earthly 
with heauenly things ? How much better were it , and more a- 
greeable to reaſon, vt pro carnali victu carnalia opera exerce- 
rent;nec fierent inuerſores rerum, aut inhonotarent ſpiritua- 
le miniſterium ; that they ſhould vſe bodily labour for bodily 
food without either changing the nature of things , or diſcredi» 
ting their ſprrituall calling, 
As for thoſe that are rich in the Clergy, the number 
(God knoweth)is very ſcant ; and thoſe either 
eAntiqui Herots nati melioribus annic, 
which began with the beginning of her Maieſties reigne, 
when Benefices went a begging as Miniſters doe now; 
or thoſe whoſe beſt reuenew is parſimony and w— 
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| diet, without hoſpitality; or els thoſe, who are enriched by 
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land or other patrimony left vnto them by their parents or 

friends , And yet the greateſt part of theſe, who by their 

titles of dignity and outward appearance ſceme rich vnto 

you, they haue TA\Iroy inſti og Tvx lu dry, 4 needy kinde of 

wealth , and eſtate vneſtabliſhed ; or as Saint Auſtin calleth it conſe. 12. 
copieſam inopiam,C ignommioſam gloriam,a plentifull penu- 
rie, and inglorious glorie , Their dignities and honors for 
the moſt part are titular , like the Archdeaconrie of London 
in King Henry the ſeconds daies : which Petrus Bleſenſis 
reported to /nnocentins then Biſhop of Rome, to bee Draco 
non habens wnde poſſit vinere niſi vento, ADragon ( a ſtate- 
ly nameor title,the Archdeacon of Len dadnaaninn wher- 

of toliue, except of winde : for faith he , /lke honos eft in ſo- 

lis,c+ nndis , & purts intelleftlibus , That preferment ſtandeth 
in onely , and naked, and pure ſuppoſals. $o that if the 
Cleargie may take denomination of the greater part, of an 
hundred for one, it is a poore Cleargy ; and hereafter when 
the Prince or the State ſhall haue need of their purſes, they 
muſt anſwere with Saint Peter ; eArgentum (5 Aanurum non 
eſt mihi , Siluer and gold haue we none, but that which wee 
haue, we will readily affoord ; a praier or a bleſſing ,a leure 
or a ſermon, 

Wherefore to conclude this point, though learning of 
it ſelfe be neuer ſo precious, yer if ſtudents after they haue 
ſpent their time , their ſpirits, their liues, their patrymonies 
for the good of the Church or common-wealth, ſhall bee 
thus negle&ed, nay skorned and deſpiſed ( for exprobrata Caſſ 2,28. 
militia ereditur , que irremunerata tranſitur , his ſeruice in 
the Warres, his ſeruice in the Churchyhis ſeruice in the com- 
mon-wealth is deſpiſed , as baſe, which is paſſed ouer with- 
out areward)we ſhall not neede [nlians Edit,or Domitians 
law,good arts of themſelues will go into baniſhment, 

Thirdly,this buying and felling in the Church of G OD, 
will procure an vnſufficient and an ynlearned Miniſteriez for 3 
by this meanes Strenuws & ſegnis fato potiuntur eodem , the 
learned and the ynlearned are in like poſſibility to haue the 

E preſen- 
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reſentation at the patrons hands , Balaums Aﬀſle if hee can 
bh ſpeake,if he come laden with coyne, ſhall beepreferred 
before Balaam his maiſter, if hee were as honeſt as hee wag 
wiſe. And wee finde it already by experience, that as Greg, 
Naz, ſaid, if there bee a Samnel amongſt our Prophets, 
6 7d iuTgaÞy Cairo, who is a ſeer as they called him, ora 
learned man ; there is a Sax! allo «Tis a baſe and an jo. 
norant Prophet : by which meanes that order and callin 
which is in toto (hriſtianiſno ey,1]<]xthe moſt reuerend and 
holy calling in all Chriſtianity , is become # toto Chriſtia- 
miſmo wieywrasi]4]o;, the molt baſe and ridiculous calling in 
all Chriſtianity, Wherefore though the Romans thought it 
ſtood with their Common-wealth , manere rudem { orin- 
thiorum intellefttum , that the Corinthians ſhould continue 
in rudeneſle and ignorance; and though the Papitts thought 
it good, and to ſtand with the policie of their Church, to 
keepe the people in blind fimplicity : yer it cannot ſtand ey- 
ther with the policie of any Chriſtian Church or Com- 
mon-wealth, to haue ignorant teachers, ignorant Prieſts, 
ignorant Preachers ; bur ſeeing it is a curfe which God 
threatneth in his diſpleaſure ro diſordered Common- 
wealths, > erit ſicnt populus , ſic & ſacerdos, that the Prieſts 
ſhould be cither as wicked or as ignorant as the people are, 
and this buying and ſelling effeeth this curſe , it ſeemeth 
moſt inconuenient for a Common-wealth, 

Fourthly, this buying and ſelling in the Church of God, 
this Siz0y, doth remoue all hoſpitality , and all meanes of 
hoſpitality from the ſtate of the Clergie , which doth not 
onely hinder and hold backe the fruites of our preaching, 
becauſe as Saint Gregorie noteth, Egentis mentem doftring 


Ercg. Por, ſermo non penetrat , fr hunc apud eins animum manus miſeri> 
cordie nou commendat ; The word of infiruction dooth not 


pearce the minde of the needie , vnlefle the hand of mercie 
doo-further commend it vato him : and tecondly hinder vs 
from that great bleſſing & commodity that Caſſiodore ſpea» 
keth of , Nounulla panperibus largiends, Of giuing ſome- 
what to the poore z, but thirdly , it is allo iniurious -- the 

om-- 
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1 diminunntar ; a diſſolution of the State, when 
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Common-wealth ; for as Tacitus noteth , there commonly 
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followerth diſſolutio imperis ſi fruftns quibus Reſp. ſuſtinetur, Anal z, 


e fruites and 
reuenewes are diminiſhed, which maintaine the Common- 


wealch, Now, ſeeing hoſpitalitie is the beſt reuenew which 


is left to comfort and relieue the poorer ſort , which abound 
at this time in this Common-wealth ; they are very iniuri- 
ous to this State, who make not onely the ſuperfluitie of the 
wealth of the Cleargie,which are bona panpernum,the goods 
of the poore, but the very neceſſary maintenance of the 
Preachers themſclues, which are 6cna Chriſti, the goods 
of Chriſt; the goods of Gentlemen or Nobilitie. 

Fiftly. This buying and ſelling in the Church of God, 
this Simonie, if it doe not effeR a diflolution of this State; 
yet ir doth ſoreſhew and portend ſome great cuill ro enſue. 
For wee read in the Ecclehaticall Hiſtorie , that when cer- 
taine fugitive flaues prophaned the Church by murthe- 
ring one Prieſt, and wounding another ; one that ſtood by 
ſuddainly vttered theſe words, « rgav owunirey TY piavruor ry 
ras, that the | == an wr of the Church did foreſhew no good 
to ex:ſuc ; arid hee alleadged for the confirmation of it two 
yerſes out of a Greeke Poer, 

Enueit yap 74 THETH yirrg fat C17, 

Oy or raols iy v7 «0% 6x,» ue. 
Nam ſepe ſigna talia dari ſolent, cum ſacra fadum templa 
polluit ſcelus. And faith Socrates, Hee that ſaid thus was not 
deceined; for it foreſhewed troubles und diziſions among the 
people, and the ban:yſhment of him that was authour of theme. 
And we finde,that not long after this prophanation of the 
Temple, this buying and {clling of oxen, and ſheepe, &c, 
and the buying and ſelling of the Prieſt-hood which for mo. 
ney was now become annuall ; the deſtruction of /eruſalen 
enſued, and the diſperfion of the whole Nation: And the 
flouriſhing Kingdomes and Churches of Grecia and Ar- 
menia were forſaken of God, and became ſubic& to the 
Twrkes, when they began to maintaine this herefie, Licere 
res Eccleſiaſticas vendere; that it was lawful to ſell the _ 
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of the Church . And it is a receiued obſeruation among our 
Writers, that Eccleſia + Imperium pariter defecerunt, when 
the Church began to bee prophaned by Simonie and Sacyj. 
ledge, the Empire began to bee greatly eclipſed, And what 
elſe can we looke for after this prophanation of buying and 
ſelling in the Church of God, but ſome curſe to enſue; 
when Eccleſiaſtica poſſident Laici, holy places & holy things 
are poſſeſſed by prophane men, as Saint Barnard faith, who 
inſteed of Prayers which the Prieſt ſhould offer, doo ſend 
vp into heauen daily ſacrifices, quotidianas hoſtias, nor peace 
offerings, ſed clamores pauperum, lachrymas viduarum, plan- 
us orphanorum ; The cryes of the poore , the teares of the 
widowes, and the miſerable complaints of children and or. 

hanes ? 

4 Wherefore, ſeeing this buying and felling in the Church 
is ſo heinous in the Fohr of God, and ſo inconuenient for 
a Common-wealth ; giue mee leaue ( honorable Lords, and 
reuerent Fathers of the Cleargie ) who haue your places 
of ſtate and dignitie, both in the Church and Commons 
wealth; giue me leaue in all humilitie I beſeech you, not to 
exhort you to that, which I hope you doo already ; nor to 
dehort you from that fault, from whichI am perſwaded 
that ſome of you are as free and innocent as Saint Peter 
was; but to counſell him that ſtandeth,ro take heed leaſt he 
fall into this finne: which is by ſo much the more hainons 
in you, than in an inferiour Miniſter, as it had beene in Saint 
Peter to haue exacted money of Simon, for the impoſition of 
hands, than in Simon agss for offering it . For the ſinnes 
and offences of the Shepheards are greater than the ſinnes 
and offences of the Sheepe : Firſt , becauſe they cannot ex» 
cuſe themſelues by fimplicitie or pretence of ignorance, as 
the ſheepe may : fcondly , becauſe they are placed to cor« 
re& them that goe aſtray ; not to lead them amiſle by ill ex. 
ample: thinly becenke while the ſheepheard wandereth by 
the ſteepe and dangerous places of ſinne , the whole flocke 
who are taught to follow the Shepheard, doe fall downe 
head-long into the gulph of iniquitic, And by this n_— 
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RE, 'y 
the finnes of Gouernours are not onely perſonall, but doe 


oftentimes engender hereſies in the mindes of the igno- 
rant and inferiour people; euery one thinking that lawfull 
to bee done, which his Superiour, his Gouernour, and his ak 
Paſtour doth 3 which is a Linde of herefie . And for this 14.1. q/qais, 
cauſe ( peraduenture ) inthe Canon law, Simenie is called 
herefie; becauſe when the inferiours buy their orders, or 
their inſtitutions, or their preſentations of their Superiors, 
whoſe ſteps and examples they thinke they ſhould follow, 
they are perſwaded they may doo the like when occaſion 
ſerueth, without any offence, both by the example of their 
Superiours,as alſo by y law of all nations;for as Seneca faith 
Que emeris vendere gentinm ins e#t, It is the law of nations, 
that a man may ſell what hee hath bought : Wherefore you De benefib.1* 
that doe ſtand,take heed leaſt you fall,and become Authors #4. 9+ 
of this damnable finne,and pernicious hereſie. 

Secondly. You that are my Brethren of the Cleargie, 
foraſmuch as conſenſere mores peccatis , this finne is become 
cuſtomable in this land ; & videtwr licitum quia publicum, 
and it is thought lawfull becauſc it is ſo common; and there 
is no Simonie wherein you are not onepartic, if not both; 
I will be bolder with you: and yet that my words may car- _ . 
rie more credit, will vie S. Bernards exhortation ; Longe 4 Epit.42, 
vobis remonete malum tempori vets, ſed cupiditati nonum, [i 
moniam,c, Remooue, remooue farre from you this Simo- 
nie, for age an old finne ( being the firſt herefie that ſpran 
vp in chriſtianitie after the afcenfion of our Sauiour Chriſt 
though freſh and new in dayly praftiſe, Remooue I ſay this 
Simonie,and couetouſneſſe,and ambition the authour of it z 
for theſe are not finnes where-ynto fpirituall men are ſub- 
ie& , but theſe are the temptations of meere carnall men, 
The firſt temptation wherewith the diuell aſſaulted our Sa. 
uiour Chriſt, was for the neceſſarie ſuſtenance of nature by 
food,when hee ſaid; Ss filin Dez es, If thou bee the ſonne of Math.g, 
God, make theſe ſtones bread: to want neceffaries to main- 
taine nature,bread for the belly, and cloath for the backe, is 
a great temptation , and may fall vpon a ſpirituall man zand 
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therefore hee ſaith, S; filins Dei es, If thou bee the ſonne of 
God; as though this temptation might mooue the y 
ſonne of God : bur yet for all that, let not this temptation 
force you to Simonie , but after the counſell of the Wiſe- 
man, Stand ftill in thy ſtate , and truit in the Lord; for it i an 
eaſie thing for the Lord, ſubito honeſtare pauperem, ſuddam- 
ly to makg a poore man an honeit man, as our phraſe is; that 
is, arich man,' or an honourable man, The ſecond temp. 
tation wherewith the diuecll affaulred our Sauiour,was vain. 
gloric ; whereynto alſo a ſpirituall man is yery ſubie&: for 
when we haue auoided all finnes of omiſſton and commiſſi. 
on, if it were poſlible to auoide them all , vincenda ſuperbia 
reftat,pride and yain-gloric they will affault vs ; and there. 
fore to this temptation hee alſo ſaith , S; filins Des es. But 
the third temptation was a groſſe and a carnall tempcation, 
when hee ſhewed him all the riches and kingdomes of the 
world ; that is, the temptation of ambition , and couetouſ- 
neſſe, the proper and natura!l temptations of carnall men : 
and therefore in the two firſt he ſaid, Ss films Dei es, but not 
inthe third ; which cannot agree to ſpirituall men, ſuch as 
you ſhould be in life and profefſion, 

This third temptation, which is the temptation of coue. 
rouſneſſe and ambition , the authors of fimonie , hath made 
the Church of Exglazd as the Tempe of leruſalem was, a 


Lud, Charond, denne of theexes : therefore aboue all things remooue theſe 
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finnes from you. It was a law of Romwulns at the firſt foun- 
dation of Kome, Nequis niſs per portam urbem ingreditor, 
that no man ſhould enter the citie , bur by the gates there- 
of; and therefore when Remus went oucr the wall, hee was 
{laine as an ene nic ; and our Sauiour made a law at the ve- 
rie foundation of Chriftanitie, that hee that commeth not 
in by the doore, Uni non intrat per oſt ium, fur et : What 
then is hee but a theete and a robber, that commeth into 
the offices and honours of the Church , per ruin. Eccleſie, 
per deſolatas macerias, by the ruines of - Lordſhips, reuc- 


newes and demaines of the Church, that fo hee may ſpoyle 
others, and enrich himſelfe ? The Merchant buyeth not his 


Wares, 
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wares,but with hope to ſell them at a better price; and can 
wee hope that any man ſhould buy a _ and not. 
ſell the prebends , the dignities, and benefices belonging 
to it ? No, no, ſaith S. Bernard, Oui non fideliter introinit, 3*/1ard.de be» 
neque per (briſtum ; quid ni infideliter agat, & contra Chri- "* deferendie. 
ſum ? He that hath not faithfully entred, neither by Chrift 
how is it poſſible that hee ſhould not deale vnfaithfully and 
againſt Chriſt ? 

Wherefore, /onge a vobis remonete, c>c. Remooue farre 
from you that olde euill,old in time, but newe and freſh in 
dayly praQtiſe,fimonic, and ambition and couetouſneſſe,the 
authors of it zand ſay with Greg, Naizanzen when heere- Invite Nati 
figned his Biſhoprick, non a Deo excluduntur qui privantuar anni. 
throne ; not to bee a Biſhop or aDeane,&c. is not to bee ba- 
iſhed from heaven, or from Paradice as eAdam was; bur, 
to compaſle an office or dignitie by fimonie , is as Leo ſaid, 
accipere ſpiritum mendactii, to recciue the ſpirit of lying ; as 
S. Gregorie writeth, to hauc non ſib/iſtens ſacerdotizm, a 
Prieft-hood not ſubſiſting ; according to S,e Ambroſe, Ana- 
thematis opprobrio condemnari, to be held an Anathemaz in 
Elizens h'$-iudgement,to deſerue aleprofie in Saint Peters ' 
ſentence,to merit damnation and in our Sauiours practiſe, 
to be whipt and ſcourged out of the Church of God : where 
fore, Longe 4 wobis remonete, &c. Remooue farre from you 
this cuill,old in time, but freſh in praQtiſe ; this fimonie, and 
conetoulneſſe and ambition,the authors of ir, 

And you that are Gentlemen and patrons of Benefices, 
thinke not your ſclues free from this ſinne of Simony, be- 
cauſe Simon Mazns offered to buy and nor {ell the ſpirir 
of God, or that w hich was not lawfull to be fold; for asI _.. 
faid before, ir had beene a greater finne in Saint Peter, a S4- _ _ 
mone pecunias exigere , quam in Simone offerre, To _— Gez + =q : 
money of Simon, than in Simonto offer it: heere wee finde 
that our Sauiour Chriſt caſt out of the Temple , not onely 
buyers bur ſellers alſo,crecit vendentes (+ ementes; and Ge- 
Lofrus afrmeth that dantem + accipientem damnatio Simo- 
x15 inxoluit,che finne of Simon Magus w rappeth vp togither 
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both the buyer and the ſeller: and therefore if you be pares 
culpa, equall in fault, you ſhall beeperer pen,cquall in pu- 
niſhmentin Gods iuſtice,though you bee vnequall by your 
Statute law.And ſo $.Greg.ſaith,e,Anathema darti,anat 
1.4.1. quicung, accipienti, Curſed be he that buyeth, and curſed bee heethat 
ſelleth,curſed be he that giueth,and curſed be he that taketh; 
& he that ſaith Simony inthe giuer is herefie, ſaith that ſimo. 
: ny in the taker is Infidelity , & ſubieR to the puniſhment of 
Gree. 89 9, Infidelity; Auaritia in dandis eccleſiaſticis honoribus infidelita- 
53+ 's perditioni ſubycitur etiamſi tenere fidem,quam negligit vide- 
tis perditioni ſubycitur, 7 £ T4 
atxr , Couetouſneſſe in giuing Ecclefiaſticall preterments is 
ſubie& to the ſame deſtrutis whervnto Infidelity,although 
it ſeeme to hold F ſame faith which indeed it regardeth nor. 
. And no doubt if you were not infeted with the ſpice of 
infidelitie, ſo that you neither beleeue the Scriptures chem- 
ſelues , nor the generall and vniuerſall conſent of the moſt 
holy Fathers, the interpreters of them, inthe hainouſneſſe 
of this finne, and the certaintie and grauitie of the puniſh- 
ment of ir, you would not touch the hallowed thing, nor ſell 
that which is not yours; or that which is worſe,dare ſanttun 
canibus,giue that to your dogs,to your hawkes,or your hor- 
ſes, &c, which is the portion allotted to Chriſt and his Mi- 
niſters : you would nor make that priuate which belongeth 
| to the Church or the Common-wealth, and in that reſpet 
Policrac,lib.7. is conſecrated pietati & fidei,to godlinefle and faith, and on- 
Wt ly committed to you vpon truſt ; you would not reape that 
which you haue not ſowen, nor take away 'that which you 
haue notgiuen;z you would not make the monuments of 
your fore-fathers liberalities , the eternall teſtimonies of 
your couctouſneſle ; you would not muzzell the mouth of 
the oxe that treadeth out the corne, either by taking money 
aSafine for a Benehice , or retaining your Tithes, as an an- 
Ce.nat,dcor,2 nuall rent, In the times of your anceſtours, Tante vtilitas 
putab utur percipi ex bobus , vt eorum viſceribus veſci ſcelus 
haberetur ; That regard was had of the oxen that erode out 
the corne, that torob them of their portion , was accomp- 
red facriledge: they rooke that ſaying of our Sauiour __ 
or 


\ ey 


| &t Paules Croſſe. 


39 


for Goſpell, Beatins eft dare PER A happierthing ag, 0, 


to giue vnto thern, then to take from them. If the Prieſts of 


Moyſes law were thus reckoned of , why not wee ? Wee are 
not inferiour to them: Ss quod exacuatur per gloriam eſt ,ml- 
to magis quod permanet in gloria et ; If that which ſhould 
be bolifhed were glorious , much more ſhould that which 
remaineth bee glorious. If the Prieſts in poperie, who ey« 
ther taught you not, or if they taught you, they a 
you bur vanities, were thus reckoned of, ſo that they could 
liue like Princes on S. Peters patrimonie ; why ſhould wee, 
which in your confciences _ vnto you the Goſpell of 
Chriſt fincerely,bee ſpoiled and robbed of that very little 
that is left vnto vs? 

Is it not ſufficient to haue taken from the body of this 
one ſtate, the ſuperfluous rancke blood of ſo many Mona- 
{teries, and by their abuſe irreligious houſes, and to haue 
abated that rang, fulnefſe of blood in our Biſhopricks; 
and ſo farre to have opened the vaines of the Priefis for feare 
of a Pleurifie by impropriations,cultomes and compoſitions, 
that for very weakneſle they are ready to faint inthe ſtreets, 
but you muſt draw out thar lirtle life-blood which is left by 
ſelling your Vicarages,orretaining your Tithes? 

Peraduenture you are of opinion ( as I vndcerſtand ſome 
are now adayes/) that either there is no Prieſthood in Chri- 
tianity; or if there be any, wee be all alike Prieſts, becauſe. 
Peter ſaith, you are a royall Priefthood, regale ſacerdotinms ; 
and hereof inferre, that ſeeing Tythes are due tothe Prieſt 
onely,and either there arc no Prieſts, or if there be any,wee 
are all alike Prieſts, either Tythes are not due, or if they bee 
duc, they belong to vs all. But, beloued Chriſtians , that 
rext of S, Peter is borrowed our of the 19.0f Exodus,whete 
God ſpeaketh it of the Iewes,as S.Peter doth of the Chri= 
ſtians : wherefore if all the Tewes in one reſpe&t were a 
Prieſthood, and yet neuerthelefſe had the erder of Prieſt. 
hood diſtinguiſhed from them; the like may holde in Chri. 
ſianirie, that all may be Prieſts,8 yer haue a diſtin order of 
Prieſthood and Miniſtery. But by that text you may us. well 
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prooue your ſelues Kinges as Prieſtes, ard challenge vnto 
you the offices and priuiledges of Princes ; but as the vertue 
of that text will not defend you from Treaſon , orthepy- 
n'{ſhment of Treaſon ons you bee ſubieQes , ifeuer 
you challenge the preheminence orpriuiledges of Kinges; 
no more will it defend you from facriledge,and the puniſh» 
ment of it, if youchallenge the title or priuiledges of the 
Prieſthood. 

Bur you ſhall find that , that Curſe which the Pro. 
phet eAbacxck pronounced againſt Nabuchodonoſor , who 
enriched him-ſelfe with the ſpoyles of the Eaſt , Ve accuns. 
lanti non ſua,Woe vnto him , that heapeth vp thoſe thinges 
which are not his owne : Theſawros quos denoranit enomet 
(ſaith [ob & de ventre erns extrahet eos News , Hee ſhall caſt 
Vp the treaſures which he hath deuoured,and the Lord ſhall 
draw them out of his belly: you ſhall finde that this wicked 
gaineaccording to the Greeke prouerbe , bringeth a rod at 
his backe; you ſhall finde asitis in Eeccleſ. that hee hath tows 
ched a Scorpion , which no man toucheth without euident 
danger , by reaſon of the poyſon which he hath in his tayle, 
which Galen ſaith is mole minimun, but facultate maximum; 
like the fin of Simony & Sacriledge, where it is in quantitie 
{mall,it is in quality haynous; you ſhall find a more grieuous 
puniſhment,as S, e Ambroſe noteth, than the puniſhment of 
Idolatry,which God putteth downe as very grieuous in the 
ſecond Commandement , which is to be puniſhed not onely 
on him-ſelfe, but on his ſeed alſo ro the third and fourth ge- 
ration;zwhereas /eroboams ſelling of the Prieſthood,turned to 
finvnto his houſe euen to roote it out & deſtroy it from the 
face of the earth, & the fin of Gehezs who ſinned in Simony 
and couetcouſnes,was puniſhed with a leprofie vpon himſelf 
and his ſced for eucr, 

And although you haueliued long in this finne,and in 
Bourifhing Rate, and not felt the hand of G O D vpon you, 

ce are not therefore to thinke it no ſinne,or that God cannor 


or will not puniſh it;for although as the Poet ſaith , CMars 
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Aars a falſe and counterfeit Idol might leeſe his helmet 

&c.and could not help it;yer our GO D by the ſtrength of 

his arme can doe it , with ſtrange raine or with ftrange 

haile, or with terrible tempeſt , or with conſuming fre , or Wiſ.xs 
by ſcarfitie and famine,or with plague and ficknes &c.for he © 
hath mille nocendi artes , a thouſand waies to puniſh you: 

and as he ſaid :o Senacherib , can put a hooke in your noſtrils 

axd a bridle in your lips,and make you bring ir backe againe 

the ſame way that you carried it out,as the Philiſtins did the 4 R<g.19. 
Arke of God, 

Or doe you not doubt of his power and abilitie to doe it, 

bur of his truth, and becauſe,as you imagine , hee doth nor, 

therefore will not returne this euill on your heades? «Adam 

might as well haue argued againſt Gods truth who fayd, 

what day thou ſhalt eat of that apple thou ſhalt ſwrely dye, for he 

died not that day , but became morrall and was ſure to die, 

and as I may ſay , fell inzo a conſumption |, which left him 

not yntill the houre of his death, And I dovbrt not to afhrme 

thar Gods puniſhments are already begun ypon ys, and al- 

though as yet they are but medicine, nor pare;mcdicines, 

not puniſhments ; and Godlike a good Phifttion giueth ys 
ſometimes ſharpe potions to recouer our hcalth; that is 

ſuffereth vs to haue detriment# in minort bono,vt angeammnr hay, , 4 
in matori,lofſe in a leſſer good,that wee may gaine in a grea- 87 .re.y, 
rer;ſuffereth vs ro haue detrimentum peennie , & ſanitatis, 
propter bonum anime, loſſe of money and health for the good 

of our ſoule;yet if theſe medicines wil not cure vs,he wil cue 

off that part of the Charch or Common-wealth, which is dif- 

eaſed and incurable,though to the hazard and deſtrution of 

the whole body, 

And Itell you true , it is no good figne or argument of 

Gods loue to vs,that hee ſuffereth ſuch finnes , ſuch capitall 

finnes to raigne amongſt vs without their due puniſhment; 

For thoſe whom he loneth not(as the Author of the Machabees 2.Mach,6, 
faith ) bee forbeareth until they come to the fulnes f their ſinne; 
but it is 4 token of bis goodneſſe and lone (ſaith hee ) to 4 nation, 
vor to ſuffer ſins long to _ but ftraight way to ono 
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them; as we finde inthe children of 1ſ7aell his cle people, 
who ſuffered more temporall puniſhments for their ſinnes 
than the moſt Idolatrous nations, whom hee reſerued to a 
finall deſtruion. 

And therefore triumph not in your finnes, nor comfort 
your ſeluesin this impunity ; for it is an argument that you 
are out of Gods fauour,and that when hee triketh hee will 
firike you home; when his anger is /enta, ſlowe, then it is 
magna,great, & tarditatem ſupplicy granitate compenſat, and 
requiteth the {lackneſle of the puniſhment with the waight 
thereof. Andit is moſ{ true and very obſeruable that Iulms 
Ceſar ſaid to the Embaſſadours of the Switzers , That iris 
a common cuſtome with God to ſuffer thoſe whom hee lo- 
ueth not , but intendeth to puniſh , to enioy peace and reſt, 
and wealth , and pleaſure, and aboundance for along time, 
Ono granins ex commutatione rerum doleant, that the change 
when it commeth may grieue them the more, 

Wherefore to conclude, ſeeing this buying and ſel'ing 
of ſheepe and oxen, which were for ſacrifice, and was a farre 
leſſe fune then our buying and ſelling of ſpiritual! things, 
was ſo odious to our Sauiour Chriſt, that firſt of all other 
things he reformed that, and that diuers times, and by force 
and violence, and by miracle; ſecing by the opinion of the 
Fathers, interpreters and ſchoolemen this Simonie is a finne 
and an herefie in Chriſtianitie intollerable ; ſeeing it can- 
not ſtand with a common-wealth, but thereby one fate 
will cate vp another ; learning and the Vnivuerſities will bee 
decayed ; the Church bee ſupplied with ignorant paſtours ; 
hoſpitalitie remooued from the ſtate of the Cleargie; and 
to conclude,it is a f1igne and fore-rvnner of ſome euill to in- 
ſue to the common-wealth: giue me leaue I beſcech you ho- 
norable, worſhipfull,&c. who are called, if nor ruplenitudi- 
nem poteſtatis,vnto the fulneſle of power ; yer to ſome good 
meaſure of habilitie and power , vt auferantur ſcandala de 
regno Dei, To remooue ſcandalls from the kingdome of 
God, and from this Church , from this kingdome and com- 
mon-wealch ; giue mce leaue I ſay,to exhort you,ts befecch 
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you, and euen to adiure you, by this example of our Sauiour 
Chriſt,that you would vſe your beſt endeuours to remooue 
this eui:l, to cut off this ſcandall, this Simonie , this buying 
and ſelling , and reduce this diſorder ad honeſtatis gloriam, 
tothe glory of this Church and common=wealth. You ho- 
norable, &c. according to the power and wiſedome that 
is giuen you from aboue, may be a meanes to amend it , now 
eft mee humilitatis diftare vobis, vel ſic, vel ſic faciendum, 4s py er, Ls, 
Saint Bernard ſaid to Exngenins Biſhop of Rome , it will not 
{tand with the meanneſſe of my place and knowledge,to fay 
that thus, or thus it may bee done , but no doubt it would 
greatly bee caſed, if the rich patrones who are pares cups, 
nay ſwperiores, equall, nay ſuperiour in offending , and finne 
onely through couctouſneſſe,might be pares pena, with the 
poore Prieſt; who is tempted to Simonie by extreame ne- 
ceſſitie. 
I haue beene ſomewhat carneſt and zealous againſt this 
finne, but maruell not atit,for I haue read that parte habe- Gregor, 
bu cum Simone qui contra Simoniacos pro offici; ſniloco vehes x , 1, quiſqi. 
menter non exarſerit, Hee ſhall haue hisportion with Simon 
Magus, who according tothe place he benreth, isnor very 
carnc{} againſt the commuters of Simony. All thatwee can 
doe is to ſpeake vnto you out of theſe. places, and that will 
be the leſſe regarded, becauſe we ſhall be thought to ſpeake 
for our ſclues ; but I haue giuen you reaſons why it cannot 
ſtand with a comman-wealth, and proteſt I ſpeake it not fo 
much in commiſeration of aur -owne ſcelues, whoby our co- 
uetouſneſſe and ambition haue brought this cuill vpon vs, 
and hauing guiltie conſciences haue bluſhe to reprooue it, 
2s in compaſſion of our ſucceſſors w ho ſhall ſuffer for our 
finnes,and liuc in an age when the finger of the ſonnes will A 
be heauicr on them, then the Joynes.ct the fathers, are now ; 
vpon vs ; becauſe commdnly vicked parents bring forth 
progeniem vitioſiorem, An oft ſpring or progeny worle then 
themſelues; when if the miniſters ſhall bee liberally bred 
as we haue beenegneſcient foclere, They will haue no skill ro 
digge for their liuings, andif they know rhemſclues andthe 
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worth and dignities of their calling , erwteſcent egere, They 
will bluſh and be aſhamed to liue in miſery , andyert of ne. 
ceſſitie will be compelled c#rpiter mendicare , To go vp and 
down as the Lenir did.to find them places to dwel in,and be 
houſhold Lexites to ſome meane Micha, for a ſute of appar= 
rel and meat and drinke. 

But the time is paſt , ſo.rhatT cannot ſtand vppon the ſe- 
cond part of my text , which is the reaſon why our Sauiour 
vſcth this chaſtiſement vppon the prophaners of the Tem- 
ple,which containeth matter of very great and neceſ(; 
obſeruation,and offcreth a larger diſcourſe then this for- 
mer;this that hath beene ſpoken is ſufficient totrie maiſte- 
ries both with my ſtrength and your patience : wherefore 
becauſe in this one ſpeech I cannot performe that which 1 
firſtintended,as S. Bernard faid in the like caſe facio finem 
vbi non eſt finis,] make an end where there is no ende ; and 
end my Sermon , bur end not my text:beſeeching God in 
the merits of our Sauiour Chriſt Ieſus , who at the feaſt of 
the Paſſcouerentred into the Temple of [er«ſalem , and caſt 
out the buyers and the ſellers thereto purifie this Church 

of England, and all the Prelates Miniſters and mem- 
bers of it, from all Simonie , Coucteouſnes, Sa- 
criledge and impious merchandizing to 
giue graceto the py 
care to feede their flockes,and to 
the people with all humani- 
ty to entertaine their 
Paſtors &c, 
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